
Answering a fool 
 

A biblical fool is someone who rejects the word of God and instead does what is right in 

their own eyes (Proverbs 1:7, 12:15)   

 

Matthew 7:3 Why do you look at the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own 
eye? 
 

It is important that you first examine your behavior and heart. (Matthew 7) It is possible 

that your foolish behavior provoked the foolish response. You could also have an 

idolatrous love. If you are blinded by your idols (wanting a godly husband or child, 

wanting peace or respect, ect.) You will not be able to respond in a manner that pleases 

God. Other wrong motives might be wanting to win the argument, wanting to please 

others (more than God), or wanting to look good or use the “goodness” of your response 

to feed your sinful attitudes about yourself and others. (“I never say things like that to 

him”) 

 

You should always seek to please and glorify God in conflict situations not use the 

application of scripture to win an argument or to “show them” not to treat you that way. 

 

 

Proverbs 26:4  Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 
Or you will also be like him.  
 

Answering a fool according to his folly would be answering a fool in a foolish way. It 

could be in the same way that they spoke to you. Responding with the same tone or 

sarcasm or unkind words that they used. Or it could be another foolish behavior, such as 

sinful anger – blowing up or clamming up, words or actions that manipulate (tears, 

threats), blame shifting or pointing out their sins (“you do …” or the “I know you are but 

what am I” attitude.)   

 

Proverbs 26:5 Answer a fool as his folly deserves, That he 
not be wise in his own eyes.  
 

In order to answer a fool as his folly deserves. Foolish behavior and words should be 

responded to with wise words and actions from the Bible rather than more foolishness. It 

would consist of pointing the person to their responsibility in the situation and biblical 

actions based on the Bible.  

Your appeal to their responsibility and their need to obey specific verses from scripture 

should be done is spirit of humility with a desire to restore them to Christ. Your answer 

would expose the foolishness of their words and action so they do not think they are wise 

in their own eyes but rather are convicted by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.   

 

It is not to be a mini sermon rather brief and specific to the situation. 



 

Below is a chart to compare answering a fool according to his folly and how his folly 

deserves. 

 

According to his folly             As his folly deserves 
 

1. Drawn into the conflict     1. You practice self control 

 

2. You are controlled by the      2. You biblically confront the  

    sinful manipulative behaviors of another        manipulative behavior 

 

3. You react and snap back  3. You respond with a well  

                   thought out answer 

4. You are motivated by your emotions  4. You a motivated by a 

(anger, hurt bitterness)  desire to point them to Christ 

 

5. You walk away felling: intimidated,  5. You walk away praising 

frustrated, like a failure, out of control  God for His help in the 

situation 

 

 

 

Often times the person acting like a fool will not respond to your first God honoring 

response by stopping their behavior and noticing their sin. They might come back with 

another foolish response. If you respond foolishly the battle will begin. You should 

continue to honor God and respond wisely. If you did not respond in a God honoring way 

to the first foolish words and actions you can stop and respond correctly. It can be helpful 

to take time to write down as close to word for word as you can a conflict where you did 

not obey Proverbs 26:4-5. Then go back over the conflict and record how you could have 

responded in a way that would please God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(adapted from Lou Priolo and Martha Peace) 


