
Romans 2:17-29 Sermon Notes (The Danger of False 
Security)
 
Paul continues his indictment of the Jews by showing them how 
they are building their lives upon a false sense of security.  They 
believe that just the mere possession of the law and the practice 
of circumstance protects them from God’s wrath, but Paul shows 
them how wrong they are.
 
What is the danger of false security?
 
1  It trusts in the wrong spiritual possession (2:17-24) – They
 

• They had a privilege problem (v. 17-18) – They believed they 
had the right name (“Jew”), right message (the law); right 
God (bragged about it) and right judgment (they were able to 
make superior moral judgments)

 
• They had a pride problem (v. 19-20) – They were convinced 

they were elevated guides, lights, correctors and teachers to 
the Gentiles

 
• They had a performance problem (v. 21-23) – They didn’t 

practice what they preached
 

• They had a press problem (v. 24) – Their lifestyle publicly 
blasphemed the name of God to others.

 
2  It trusts in the wrong spiritual practice (2:25-29)
 
The Jews believed circumcision secured salvation for them, but 
Paul exposes the reality of true circumcision.



• Circumcision is only profitable for salvation if you obey the 
law perfectly which won’t happen (v. 25a)

 
• A circumcised Jew is equivalent to an uncircumcised Gentile 

(outside the covenant) when they disobey the law (v. 25b)
 

• If an uncircumcised Gentile obeys the law, he is as if 
circumcised in God’s sight and considered part of the 
covenant community (v. 26)

 
• The uncircumcised law-keeping Gentile will judge (witnesses 

for the prosecutor) the circumcised transgressing Jew in 
spite of possessing the law and practicing circumcision (v. 
27)

 
• True Jewishness and true circumcision are not external 

physical matters, but internal heart matters empowered by 
the work of the Holy Spirit and honored by God (v. 28-29)

 
 
 


