
Romans 6:15-23 Sermon Notes: The Only Slavery that Leads to Freedom 

  

Paul is teaching us how our justification (God declaring a believing sinner righteous) flesh’s itself out into 

our sanctification (God enabling a believing sinner to grow and live a righteous life).  

  

Sin is pictured as a power or master that exercises control over all who are “in Adam” (5:21), but sin’s 

control is broken for all those who are “in Christ” (6:6-7).  

  

Conversion is all about changing masters or ruler’s in your life (6:6-7, 9, 12, 14, 16-20, 22, 7:6, 8:2) and 

enjoying the freedom from sin’s rule power (6:18, 22) that God grants by the ruling power of grace (6:14) 

  

In our growth, we must watch out for two enemies: 

  

1. Legalism (focus and dependence upon outward conformity to manmade addendums) 

  

2. Libertinism (focus on and abuse of grace as a license to sin) 

  

Paul teaches us that real freedom is enslavement to God which puts every believer under the rule and 

reign of grace, righteousness and eternal life.  He wants us to recognize three things about this new 

slavery that gives us the real freedom we need. 

  

3. Recognize the evidence of your new slavery under grace (6:16-18) 

  

The evidence of your new slavery is obedience “from the heart” (v. 16; seen also in 1 John 2:3-5, 

29; Matthew 7:21) 

  

• It’s transformation-driven (“you were slaves…you became…”) – It’s a real radical change that has taken 

place 

  

• It’s internally-driven (John 14:15; I John 5:3) - It’s motivated by love, not obligation 

  



• It’s truth-driven (“to that form of teaching”) – It’s a commitment to God’s standard of teaching (His truth 

about Jesus Christ) 

  

  

4. Recognize the evidence of your new slavery under grace (6:19) 

  

There are two key questions to ask: 

  

Question #1: What is the goal of the acquitted life in Christ?  Answer is “sanctification” (to be distinct, 

set-apart from sin and unto God) 

  

• There are three parts to our sanctification 

  

1.       The positional part of being “sanctified by faith” (Acts 26:18; Acts 20:32; 1 Cor. 1:2, 30; 

6:11; 1 Thess. 4:7; 2 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 10:10; 1 Pet 1:2) 

  

2.       The progressive part that involves ongoing growth as you “present your members as slaves 

to righteousness” (Rom. 6:19, 22; 2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Thess. 4:3-4, 7-8; 2 Tim. 2:21; Jn 17:17) 

  

3.       The perfection part that totally eliminates sin when you are glorified in the next life (1 

Thess. 3:13; 5:23; Heb. 10:14) 

  

Question #2: How do we pursue this goal?  By presenting “your members as slaves to righteousness” (v. 

19) 

  

1.       How are we empowered to obey this command?  Rom. 6:15 (“under grace” and there are 
three sanctifying means of grace) – 1-The Holy Spirit (Gal. 3:3; Rom. 15:16); 2-The Word of 
God (Jn 17:17); 3-Prayer (1 Tim. 4:5) 

  

2.       What “members” is Paul referring to?  Look at Rom. 6:13, 7:21-23 (sin attacks at the point 
of our physical bodies and uses them as a weapon).  We overcome by Rom. 6:12; 14:13, Gal. 
6:7-8; 5:16 

  



3.       What is “righteousness”?  It is doing right things that our righteous God commands us to do 
(Rom. 6:13) which are found in God’s training manual (2 Timothy 3:16 – “for training in 
righteousness”) 

  

5. Recognize the effects of your new slavery under grace (6:20-23) 

  

There is no comparison between the massive results of being under the ruling power of sin (v. 20-21 – 

shame and death) or under the ruling power of God (v. 22-23 – free from sin, experiencing 

“sanctification” and enjoying the fulness of “eternal life”) 

  

Why are sin and God so different? 

• Sin pays its servants a huge wage (death, both spiritual and eternal)  

• God gifts His servants an underserved free blessing (eternal life)  


