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Please do not get hung up on her comments about Barbie. Read the chapter thinking about the 

larger biblical concepts and doctrines that the chapter covers. Go from big picture to smaller.... 

Bigger our belief result in behavior and feelings. Wrong belief will result in living in a way that is 

not biblical, wrong behavior and feelings. Smaller… If we believe a lie about God, ourselves and 

sin will affect all areas of life. And smaller…. What we believe about children will impact how 

we live and the legacy we pass to our children.  

This is not a book on children and parenting it is a book on lies that we can believe as women. 

This chapter is just to expose common wrong beliefs women have about children, both lies and 

half truths. 

 

Concepts for this chapter: 
 
There are foundational truths about children -  Children are humans so a biblical anthropology 
(or truths about mankind) is what needs to shape our understanding of children. They are 
created in the image of God, they are born rebels against God and you. They are not neutral but 
sinners who will sin and live only for themselves. Their behaviors, responses  and reactions to 
the outside pressures come from their heart, from what they believe. They will believe lies 
about themselves, God and sin just like we do. They were created by and for God to bring Him 
glory. They need rescue from their sins.  
 
Parenting – Children are a gift and a reward from God. Parents are stewards and have a 
responsibility to parent as God commands. Their God given authority is to be used to teach 
children to live under the authority of God. It is the responsibility of both the Father and 
Mother. It is a never off duty responsibility. The goal is their training and instruction in the Lord, 
that they would submit to and honor God with repentance salvation and a holy life. Parents are 
to provide a God honoring environment for children to grow, to be examples of a God honoring 
life and to teach biblical truth in the everyday interactions of life. They are God instruments to 
urge children to be reconciled to God and to use the word of God to teach, rebuke, correct and 
train in righteousness. A change in behavior is not the goal but a change of heart, to love God 
above all else.  
 

Charts: 
 
Progression of an idol: Children expose our idols and we expose theirs.  
 
Tree chart- Parenting issues are the heat that can cause bad fruit to grow and expose root 
issues. What we believe about children is exposed in our emotions and actions. There can be 



very strong emotions in regard to children. The emotion reveals something going on below the 
surface of our lives, the roots that feed our tree.  
 

Important things to note:  
 
Big picture: children and family are part of Gods design and part of the curse. The lies we 
believe about children affect us and I can be passed down to the next generation. 
Smaller: 
Lie 1: It’s up to us to determine the size of our family – Do not read into this section anything 
more than it says. It is not anti birth-control or that you must have ten children. The main issue 
is not the actual planning but the heart and belief that drives it. Is how we view children 
biblical? Are children: something we schedule into our lives. A creature of our own making that 
is a little bit of me and a little bit of my husband. She is calling women to value motherhood as 
God does not to listen to the lies of the world that this is a lesser role and I am made for 
something more. It is really an issue of submission and contentment to Gods design. Which has 
from the beginning been the struggle for all women.  
 
Lie 2 Children need to get exposed to the “real world” so that they can learn to function in it – 
Big warning!!! Do not let you discussion be about Barbie you will miss the richness of focus of 
this section. We are to cultivate in our children a love for God that is strong and vital so that is 
shapes their motivations and wants. So that they want to please God more than anything else. 
This can only be done if we have a love for God and if we are teaching and talking about God in 
the everyday of life. This is not legalism it is the responsibility God gave to parents. Don't focus 
on the externals and exclude the heart. The most powerful statement of this section is “But my 
“want to” had already been shaped - I love the Lord and wanted to do what I knew would 
please Him. My decisions were not driven by fear about my parents would think but, rather, 
buy a strong sense of the presence, holiness and love of God.” 
 
Lie 3 all children will go through a rebellious stage – We are all born sinners and rebels, so all 
will resist authority. Some will be more obvious and outspoken about it. It is not a matter of 
stages but of Biblical anthropology. Rebellion is not okay at 2, 16 or 42. It is not only against the 
parent but against God. Parenting is training children to submit to another when they do not 
want to and using those times to explain the gospel. When we just expect or accept rebellion 
we are keeping our children from the forgiveness and transformation of the gospel. We must 
require proper behavior because God does.  
 
Lie 4 I know my child is a Christian because he prayed to receive Christ at an early age – This 
lie is full of emotion and fear. Please be aware of the pain that others might be experiencing 
over the spiritual condition of their children as you cover this lie. Scripture gives us a clear 
picture of what a Christian looks like. As we are reminded often we cannot know the heart. 
That reminder was not for when a persons life was so far from looking like a Biblical norm but 
when the life does look like a Biblical norm and they are even a part of the church but there is 
not saving faith. Honoring God with our lips but hearts that are far from Him. This lie has great 
consequences we will not have a desire for salvation for the one we think is saved. We will 



focus on behavior and not the heart. We will distort the gospel and cause others to stumble. 
There are many good verses in this section and reading John and 1 John would be helpful.  
 
Lie 5 we are not responsible for how our children turn out – this is really two lies in one. We 
are 100% responsible or zero responsible for how our children turn out. It is deterministic 
parenting, or parenting by a formula or method. Follow a certain process and obedient children 
will come out automatically at the end. It is very common in our culture and even in Christian 
circles to believe this be it is very unbiblical. Children are  
 
 
What we did in my group that was helpful/not helpful: 
 


