
       
 

 “How Faith Gives us the Credit we Need” 
Romans 4:1-12 

   

Introduction 

What are your favorite Christmas traditions? 

Background of the Scripture 

In chapter 4 Paul begins to transition his argument from sin toward justification. In 

this section he builds off of the end of Chapter 3 to demonstrate that both Jews and 

Gentiles have equal access to justification. That access is by faith, which gives us the 

credit we need. 

Think Through the Scripture 

1. What did Abraham, the forefather of the Jews, have to boast about? 

2. How did Abraham obtain righteousness? 

3. How is faith completely different from works?  

4. What are the wages of our work worth to God? 

5. What does David say about the man who is blessed? 

6. What is the difference between earning something from God, and receiving 

something from Him? 

7. How are the people of God determined? 

8. What makes the fact that Abraham was credited as righteous before 

circumcision significant? 

9. How is Abraham the father of those who have not been circumcised? 

10. How is religious ceremony and works similar? What do both lack? 

11. What does Paul say about justification in this passage? 

12. How would you summarize his argument? 

13. What do we learn about God and man from this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply the Scripture 

1. What has God given you? What have you earned from God? 

2. How should this affect the way you relate to God? 

3. How should this affect the way you relate to others? 

4. If God justifies us while we are wicked, why should we live holy lives? 

5. What difference does it make when we truly appreciate that we are justified 

by faith alone? 

For Next Week 

1. Christmas Break 

2. Family Christmas Celebration Dec. 16
th

 from 5:30-7:00. There will be chili, a 

Christmas drama, cookie decorating, ornament making, caroling, and so much 

more. Invite families and friends. 

3. Attend the Phil Johnson Conference on Jan. 6
th

 and 7
th

 and be prepared for a 

great kickoff to the New Year. 

 

Key Takeaways 

1. The heroes of the Jewish faith had nothing to boast about before God because 

they were justified by faith. 

2. The people who are blessed are not those who have earned something from 

God, but those who have received something from Him. 

3. God’s people are determined not by biological descent from Abraham, but by 

spiritual descent from him. 

 

 

Romans 1-8: The Acquitted 

 Ch. 1 “The Need to be Acquitted” Ch. 3      Ch. 4 “The Provision for Acquittal” Ch. 5     Ch. 6 “The Pursuit of the Acquitted” Ch. 8 

                       Sin       Justification      Sanctification 


