
Romans 3:1-8 Sermon Notes: Is There a Jewish Advantage? 

  

After Paul had exposed the false sense of spiritual security that permeated most Jews 
about their possession of the Law and the covenant sign of circumcision, he now 
anticipates four objections.  His answers will again highlight their guilt before God and 
need for the gospel. 

  

1. Objection #1: Paul is discrediting God’s covenant (Romans 3:1-2) 

  

 If we are all guilty of sin before God and our Jewishness and circumcision are 
just internal heart commitments (2:28-29), then there really no advantage to 
being a Jew or receiving circumcision. 

  

 Paul’s answer is there is a big advantage to God’s covenant people because He 
gave them His “oracles” (The Old Testament) which are far more than just a 
possession of God’s self-revelation, but a message of responsibility to be God’s 
people and a light to the world. 

  

2. Objection #2: Paul is discrediting God’s faithfulness (Romans 3:3-4) 

  

 If the Jewish people are unfaithful to God, then you are saying that God’s 
faithfulness is invalidated. 

  

 Paul renounces this objection with strong language reasserting the fact that God 
is always faithful to His Word no matter what people do or say.  God is always 
true and the problem is with us, so He has the right to judge. 

  

3. Objection #3: Paul is discrediting God’s righteousness (Romans 3:5-6) 

  



 If my unrighteousness enhances God’s righteousness and furthers His cause, 
then we shouldn’t be judged. 

  

 Paul again renounces this objection in the strongest of language.  He exposes 
the inconsistency of it by reminding the Jewish objector’s that the same logic of 
unrighteousness enhancing God’s righteousness would also apply to the 
Gentiles, so how could God really judge anyone? 

  

4. Objection #4: Paul is discrediting God’s glory (Romans 3:7-8) 

  

 If God’s truth is honored through my lie and evil can produce good, then God 
should be pleased the more we sin. 

  

 Paul doesn’t even dignify the objection with an answer other than saying that 
kind of thinking deserves a just condemnation. 

 


