
Romans: Acquitted in Christ 
Outline for Christ’s Church Sermon and Life Group Series (2017-2019) 

 

Author:   Paul (1:1) who used a secretary named Tertius (16:22) 
Date:  Sometime between 55 – 58 A.D. during his three-month stay in 

Corinth (Acts 20:3; 24:17) while on his third missionary journey. 
Purpose: Paul’s aim was to: 

 Visit Jerusalem with offerings for the poor Jewish saints he had 
collected from Gentile churches in Macedonia and Achaia (Rom. 
15:25-27) 

 Visit Rome to share and receive “fruit” for ministry (Rom. 1:8-15) 

 To prepare and raise support for his mission to Spain (Rom. 
15:20-24) 

 To help them understand the Jewish-Gentile part in God’s 
salvation plan (Rom. 9-11) and to promote unity because of the 
ongoing relational challenges with Jews and Gentiles (eating 
certain foods and Sabbath days – Rom. 14:1-15:13) 

 To provide a gospel primer that equips God’s people for gospel 
living and sharing. 

Outline: 
 

1. Salutation: The gospel is established (1:1-15) 

 Paul shares his greeting and calling for God’s gospel ministry (1:1-
7) 

 Paul shares his heart for the Roman believers (1:8-15) 
2. Significance: The gospel is summarized (1:16-17) 

 The gospel uniquely is able to save (1:16) 

 The gospel reveals God’s righteousness (1:17) 
3. Sin: The gospel is needed (1:18-3:20) 

 Gentiles are guilty sinners (1:18-32) 

 Jews are guilty sinners (2:1-3:8) 

 All humanity are guilty sinners (3:9-20) 
4. Salvation: The gospel is experienced (3:21-5:21) 

 Christ’s acquittal is free and not earned (3:21-26) 

 Christ’s acquittal is by faith and not works (3:27-4:25) 

 Christ’s acquittal is forever and not temporary (5:1-21) 
 

 
5. Sanctification: The gospel is empowered (6:1-8:17) 

 The acquitted are set free from the demands of sin by union with 
Christ (6:1-23) 

 The acquitted are set free from bondage to the law by the 
internal law of the Spirit (7:1-25) 

 The acquitted are set free by the ministry of the Holy  
Spirit (8:1-17) 

6. Security: The gospel is protected (8:18-39) 

 Our earthly life groans to experience the freedom of glory (8:18-
27) 

 Our heavenly life is guaranteed the freedom of glory (8:28-39) 
7. Sovereignty: The gospel is vindicated (9:1-11:36) 

 Israel’s past election by God is reconfirmed (9:1-29) 

 Israel’s present rejection of God is recognized (9:30-10:21) 

 Israel’s future restoration from God is promised (11:1-33) 

 God is praised for His sovereign ways (11:33-36) 
8. Service: The gospel is applied (12:1-16:27) 

 Acquitted life has a personal commitment to God (12:1-2) 

 Acquitted life has a serving commitment to the body of Christ 
(12:3-8) 

 Acquitted life has a relational commitment to others in need 
(12:9-21) 

 Acquitted life has a civic commitment to the governing 
authorities (13:1-14) 

 Acquitted life has a unifying commitment to glorify God (14:1-
15:14) 

9. Sign-off: The gospel is modeled (15:15-16:27) 

 Paul highlights his ministry accomplishments (15:15-21) 

 Paul shares his ministry plans (15:22-29) 

 Paul asks for prayer (15:30-33) 

 Paul recognizes and greets gospel believers and workers (16:1-
16) 

 Paul warns about gospel enemies (16:17-19) 

 Paul gives a powerful promise (16:20) 

 Paul extends greetings from his gospel partners (16:21-24) 

 Paul ends with a gospel doxology (16:25-27) 


