
The Impartiality of God’s judgment – Romans 2:1-16 

  
Paul continues to press his case about the guiltiness of all people and now puts the spotlight on 
the Jews who tend to think that their special status with God gives them an exception from 
God’s judgment.  Paul highlights 5 features of God’s judgment that show the Jews they too are 
equally “without excuse”. 
  
1   God’s judgment is deserved (2:1-3) 
  
The Jews would be glad to see the Gentiles (dogs to them) condemned by Paul (1:18-32), but 
Paul exposes the underbelly of their self-righteous attitudes and sins that condemn them. 
  

 Notice their accountability (v. 1a – “without excuse”) 
  

 Notice their hypocrisy (v. 1b – “for you who judge practice the same things”) 
  

 Notice their condemnation (v. 2-3) – They are unable to escape God’s judgment 

  
2  God’s judgment is delayed (2:4) 
  

 Beware of insulting God’s character (v. 4 – “do you think lightly of His riches…”) – You 
can’t view God’s slowness to anger and judgment with contempt as if He will overlook 
your guilt. 

  
 Be aware the intentions of God’s delay (v. 4 – “the kindness of God leads to 

repentance”) – God’s slowness to anger and judgment is for the purpose of giving 
everyone time to repent. 

  
3  God’s judgment is defensible (2:5 – “righteous judgments”; Gen. 18:25; Rev. 19:2) 
  
God has a right to judge because His judgments are always “righteous” and the Jews were 
stubbornly unrepentant. 
  
4  God’s judgment are deeds-based (2:6-10, 16) 
  
Yes, salvation is by grace through faith alone in Christ, but judgment is based upon “deeds” 
because “deeds” reveal whether faith is real or not. 
  

 It’s a criteria-driven judgment (v. 6, 16) – It based upon a person’s deeds and there are 
two kinds of deeds: The external action of those deeds (v. 6 – “each person’s…deeds”; v. 7 – 
“doing good”; v. 8 – “do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness”; v. 9 – “does evil”; v. 10 – 
“does good”) and the internal motivation of those deeds (v. 7 – “seek for glory and honor and 
immortality: v. 8 – “selfishly ambitious”; v. 16 – “the secrets of men”) 

  



 It’s a character-driven judgment (v. 11) – God is totally impartial, never plays any 
favorites and knows the secret motivations of each person’s heart. 

  
 It’s a consequence-driven judgment (v. 7-10) – Those who do “good deeds” will reap 

“eternal life…glory, honor and peace” (v. 7, 10) and those who do “evil” deeds will reap 

“wrath and indignation; tribulation and distress” (v. 8-9) 

  
  
5  God’s judgment is discriminating (2:11-15 – how you live up to your God-given knowledge) 
  
God will judge both Jews and Gentiles based upon their knowledge whether it be the written 
“Law” (Mosaic  Law for the Jews) or the “law written in their hearts” (of the Gentiles).  Both will 
“perish” by their disobedience to God’s standard. 
  


