
The Tragedy of Being Abandoned by God (Part 1) 
Romans 1:24-32 (Sermon Notes)  

 
Big Idea:  When people continually reject and abandon God, God will reject and abandon them to 

destructive and deadly consequences. 
 
Paul highlights two aspects of the tragedy of God’s passive and active abandonment in the expression of 
His wrath toward sinners. 
 

1.  Rejecting God’s preeminence (Rom. 1:25, 28a) 
 
The tragedy of life is highlighted by Paul in two sins against the true and living God (Isa. 45:21b-22; Jer. 
10:10) 
 

 God is unacceptable  (Rom. 1:25) – This is trading the “truth” you “clearly see” for “a lie” which 
is the essence of idolatry. 

 

 God is unfit (Rom. 1:28a) – This is the foolish conclusion of anyone who examines what God 
reveals about Himself and then concludes He is unqualified to be known and worshiped. 

 

2.  Reaping God’s punishment (Rom. 1:24, 26-27, 28b-32) 
 
Repeatedly rejecting God’s preeminence inevitably leads to reaping three consequential effects of God’s 
wrath of abandonment 
 

 There’s a sensual consequence (Rom. 1:24, 26-27) – God gives unrepentant sinners over to 
“degrading passions” that express themselves in heterosexual perversion (v. 24) and 
*homosexual inversion (v. 26-27 – *we will address this subject next Sunday October 15th) 

 

 There’s a mental consequence (Rom. 1:28b-31) – God gives unrepentant sinners over to a 
“depraved mind” which is unable to understand and do what is morally right and acceptable to 
God.  The product of this worthless mindset is seen in the 21 sins that Paul shares in verses 29-
31 (they are random and various expressions of the fulness of a depraved mind). 

 

 There’s a lethal consequence (Rom. 1:32) – Unrepentant sinners ultimately know what they do 
deserves “death”, yet not only do they live in this foolishness, they also applaud others who do 
the same. 

 
 


