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Go from big picture to smaller.... Big picture... what we believe results in behavior and feelings. 
If we believe a lie, something that is not biblically correct, we will have difficulties in life, sinful 
behavior and emotions. Smaller… There are three fundamental areas of lies that impact all our 
life; What we believe about God, ourselves, and sin. If we believe something wrong (a lie) in 
these areas we will have wrong beliefs in other areas of life.  Smaller still…. From this point of 
the book she moves to practical areas where women can be deceived. 
"What we believe is not revealed in what we say we believe but how we actually live." DeMoss 
Priorities reveal themselves in our everyday life choices. It exposes what we actually believe by 
how we live. Our priorities reveal what is actually important to us and it might be different than 
what we say is important to us and different than what God says should be important to us.  
When we identify that we believe a lie in any of the practical areas go back to the first three lies 
in the book; God, myself and sin. A wrong belief in one of these areas is very likely at the root of 
the struggle with priorities. If the first lie is not changed we will struggle with priorities 
regardless of the numerous "practical" ways we try to change behavior. Priorities are a matter 
of stewardship and of conduct or discipline in the application of Biblical truth.  How we use the 
time, talents and treasure that God has given us reveals our priorities or what really matters to 
us.   
This chapter is very brief it is not designed to solve issues with priorities but to expose them. 
Women will need direction and resources to solve the life patterns that the lies of this chapter 
expose.   

Concepts for this chapter: 
Priorities are a spiritual matter – Priorities are not just a matter of changing behavior. They are 
an issue of the heart, of what we treasure and of idolatry. The latest time management book or 
organizational tool will not solve a spiritual matter. Biblical truth changes our hearts and shapes 
our priorities. We must make our priorities based on Biblical truth. After the belief is addressed 
practical time management tools can be helpful, but they cannot contradict scripture. 
Stress – This is a self imposed cultural norm, it exposes a spiritual issue. God given principles 
and responsibilities should determine our priorities not pressures of life or cultural standards. 
Caution women can be over committed, under committed or confused about what priorities 
should be so we cannot address the issue as a one size fits all. Some should do more, some do 
less and some prioritize what they are already doing.   
Mommy wars – The book addresses a very emotional and debated topic. It gives biblical 
support and clarity from Genesis and the creation of woman and 1 Timothy 5 and the 
description of a God honoring widow. There are other verses that could have been used to give 
direction because this really is a clear issue in scripture. The home and the church are to be the 
priority areas for all Christians – male or female, God has assigned roles and responsibilities in 
both these areas. It is not a matter of culture, fairness, equality, or modern times. It would be 
helpful to understand this for yourself from the big picture of scripture if you have questions 
yourself. The book does not say it is wrong for a woman to work outside the home but often 
this is what women hear when they read this chapter so be prepared for that in your groups.       



Charts: 
Review: 
Progression of an idol: Priorities can reveal idols. 
Tree chart- Priorities are a fruit on the tree that expose roots of other lies. 
Responsibility vs Concern: Make a list of your God given roles/responsibilities. (I am a: Mother, 
Friend, Christian, Church member, wife, employee, neighbor) Is there an order or rank to these 
roles based on Biblical truth or season of life? Is there something on my list that is not my 
responsibility but someone else? Where am I actually spending my time? Where should I spend 
my time? 

Important things to note:  
Big picture: Priorities are a matter of stewardship. The Bible gives direction regarding priorities. 
Smaller: 
Lie 1: I don't have time to do everything I'm supposed to do - God has given everyone the 
exact same amount of time. We are responsible to God for how we use the time he has given 
us. Things can get on our to do list from others, ourselves or God. This can seem rather fuzzy 
but it does not need to be. When things are on our list from others – we are driven by the 
desires of others and what they want. When things are on our list for ourselves – we are driven 
by what we want, what is important to us or makes us feel good. When things are on our list 
from God – We do not hear an audible voice or have signs telling us what to do. We have the 
word of God to instruct our life and choices, to shape our priorities. We have God given talents 
and resources that give us direction and opportunity to make decisions regarding priorities. 
There are some things that we can and should say no to and others that we should be doing 
based on the Bible and the time, talents, treasures, responsibilities and opportunities God has 
given us.   
Lie 2: I can make it without consistent time in the word and prayer - Renewing our mind with 
Biblical truth so that we can understand how to live life must be a priority. Relying on your own 
insight and self-sufficiency is pride. Humility seeks God and spends time with Him. Spiritual 
activity is not the same as private time with God in prayer and study of the Bible for the 
purpose of change. Corporate Bible teaching is also vital to our understanding and growth, it 
should view it as a time to grow and apply what was taught. How we live will reveal if we 
believe what we say we believe. We must apply what we take in.     
Lie 3: A career outside the home is more valuable and fulfilling than being a wife and mother 
– It is important not to read into the book something that is not stated and she does not say 
that a woman should not work outside the home. This is a chapter on priorities and it is 
addressing the priority God places on home and family. The lie is that all possibilities that a 
woman has to use her time, talents and treasure are equally important. If they are equally 
important we can use our time for; work, hobbies, schooling, family or the church without 
regard to which should get more time or attention. Our decision for which endeavor in our lives 
should get more attention must be based on the bible and God does not say they are equally 
important. God places a greater emphasis on the home and family so should we.    
  
What we did in my group last month  that was helpful/not helpful: 


