
Some Biblical Truths about the Sign Gifts 
 

There has been lots of debate and discussion about the validity and use of what are the "sign" 
gifts, namely, tongues, interpretation of tongues, miracles, healings and some would also include 
words of prophecy.  The questions that many ask are, "Are these gifts still operating today as they 
were in the first century?" or "Did they have a temporary purpose that has already been fulfilled?" 
   
Basically, there are two interpretations that have been generally accepted.  One is the belief that 
all the gifts are still operational today as they were in the first century (called the non-cessationist 
view).  The second belief states there are some gifts, namely the "sign" gifts that have fulfilled 
their intended function in the first century church and are no longer needed for contemporary use 
in the church (called the cessationist view). 

 

What do we know for sure? 
 

1. There are various gifts with various purposes (I Cor. 12:4-6).  Some gifts evangelize (apostles, 
evangelists), some equip (Eph. 4:11-13), some encourage (exhortation/counseling), but all edify (I 
Cor. 12:7) and exalt the Lord (I Peter 4:11) 

 
2. While all gifts are temporary in nature (not eternal), there are some that have a unique 

temporary purpose.  An example of this would be gifts that have a confirming or authenticating 
purpose.  Tongues, interpretation of tongues, healings, miracles are all gifts that were given for 
temporary, confirming purposes to either authenticate the message or the messenger as being 
truly of God (Mark 16:17-18, Hebrews 2:3-4, Acts 2:22, 2 Cor. 12:12, Eph. 3:5, I Cor. 14:20-22).  I 
Corinthians 13:8-12 teaches that all gifts are temporary, but some will "cease" (v. 8).  Specifically 
in this text, it mentions "tongues" will "cease" (gr. – pauo = to stop by themselves) 
 

What can we conclude? 
 
While God is still "the same, yesterday, today and forever" (Heb. 13:8) in terms of His attributes 
and abilities (i.e. Healer, Miracle worker, etc.), He doesn’t always choose to use the same means 
to accomplish His purposes in the same way.  God has already authenticated His message and 
the messengers of His Word in the first century and completed the revelation of Scripture.  Thus, 
He fulfilled the primary design of His confirming gifts (i.e. tongues, interpretation of tongues, 
healings, miracles), but this does not limit God in any way nor does it restrain Him from choosing 
to use these gifts anytime, anywhere and through anyone He wants for His own purposes.  From 
the truth He has given us in His Word, we can conclude that for now, some gifts have fulfilled their 
intended purposes and are no longer in use as they were in the first century.   
 
As John MacArthur notes in his study Bible, "Miracles, healing, languages, and the interpretation 
of languages were temporary sign gifts limited to the apostolic age and have, therefore, ceased.  
Their purpose was to authenticate the apostles and their message as the true Word of God until 
God's written Word was completed and became self-authenticating". (pg. 1747) 

 
 


