
Sermon Notes on “Why We Stand in Awe of God” Romans 11:33-36 

  

Paul concludes his masterful look at why God’s chosen people (Israel) were rejecting Jesus 

Christ, the Messiah with a majestic hymn of praise.  After explaining the why’s and how’s of 

Israel’s past election, present rejection and future salvation that is all part of God’s sovereign 

plan, Paul can’t help but draw our hearts to the greatest and splendor of God who deserves all 

the honor and glory from us. 

  

In Paul’s hymn of praise, He gives us three reasons why we should stand in awe of our 

incomparable God. 

  

1. God is deep (11:33)  

● Paul is blown away by God’s mind-bending “depth” of attributes  

● Why is He so deep? 

● Because of His “riches” (the infinite resources of God’s salvation plan in this 

context): Rom. 9:23;p 10:12b; Col. 2:2-3 

● Because of His “wisdom” (this is how God does what He does. Knowledge 

applied): 1 Cor. 1:20-31 

● Because of His “knowledge” (this is His all-knowingness)  

● How deep is God? 

● His “judgments” are “unsearchable” (impossible to understand). Not His judicial 

decisions whereby He pronounces His sentences upon mankind, but His 

executive decisions by which He determines the direction and flow of salvation 

history and this is all beyond our ability to figure out. 

● His “ways” are “unfathomable” (we struggle to make sense of God’s sovereignty 

and human choice and why God would choose Jacob and hate Esau, allow 

Israel’s rejection of Christ to be a salvation blessing to the Gentiles and many 

others things).  See Job 5:9; 9:10; Ps. 92:5 

  

2. God is distinct (11:34-35)  

● There is a dramatic difference between God and us.  There’s no comparison.  He is big 

and we are puny (read Isa. 40:15, 17)  

● Paul makes his point by asking three rhetorical questions that all are answered “No one”  

● No one can: 

● Know the “mind of the Lord” (He knows everything and we don’t even come 

close) 

● Be “His counselor” (He’s all-Wise, so we can never offer God any advice about 

doing things different.  Just check out Job’s experience when He tried that. God 

asked Him 63 questions he couldn’t even begin to answer – Job 38:12-42:6) 



● Can payback God for anything (God owes us nothing and we can’t pay Him 

anything.  God saves those He is under no obligation to save) 

  

3. God is deserving (11:36)  

● God deserves all the credit and glory for everything (“all things”) because He:  

● Provides all things (“from Him”): He made everything 

● Plans all things (“through Him”): He masterfully orchestrates every detail of the 

universe and your life.  Everything is either God-caused or God-allowed (Eph. 

1:11; Prov. 16:4) 

● Is the Point of all things (“to Him”): He’s the goal, objective, target of everything. 

It’s all “by Him and for Him” (Col 1:16; 1 Cor. 8:6) 

  

 


