
Qualifications For Elders In The Church
1 Timothy 3:1–7 || December 3rd – 9th

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

● Men's Breakfast: Dec. 9, 8–9:30am
● Christmas Services: December 17 & 24, 9am & 11am

(Consider Ways to Give)
● High School Whirlyball & Movie Night: December 16, Everett,

12:30–9pm

3 Ways to Give:

● Angel Tree Ministry: Return wrapped gifts on Dec. 3 & 10.
● Christmas Cheer: Return unwrapped gifts by Dec. 17. We also

need supplies like tape, wrapping paper, ribbons, bows, gift
bags, tissue paper, and stocking stuffers!

● Missionary Offering: This Christmas season, we can
generously contribute towards our missionaries' unique and
individual needs. Designate "Christmas Missions" on your
monetary donation to bless those in the mission field this
joyful season.

INTRO QUESTION: In your own words, describe the characteristics

and/or actions of a leader that you would enjoy following.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Why do you think Paul says that the saying in verse 1 is

“trustworthy”? In your experience, how is being an Elder/Pastor

a “noble task”?

2. Compare the qualifications in 1 Timothy 3:1–7 to Titus 1:5–9.

What is similar or different between the two lists? Why does it

matter that these qualities are present in overseers’ lives?

3. Which qualifications stand out to you as very important? Were

there any that surprised you?

4. The first qualification mentioned for an overseer is that he “must

be above reproach” (ESV). What does it look like to be above

reproach and how can you tell if a Pastor/Elder isn’t?

5. If you were going to write an “above reproach” policy for a

church’s overseers, what would you include in it?

6. Some of these qualities are important or commanded for all

believers, not just overseers. How would you evaluate yourself

with the applicable qualifications of this list?

7. Read 1 Pet. 5:1–3 and Acts 20:28–30. How does the idea of a

“shepherd and flock” relate to overseers? Overseers are called to

be “protectors of the Church.” How have you seen overseers

protect the church and what are some things in the future that

you predict the church will need protecting from?

8. Read 1 Thes. 5:12–13 and Heb 13:17. What are some

dangers/temptations that you have seen church leaders fall into?

How can we encourage and support our leaders so that they can

carry out their noble tasks with joy?

Men and Women Group Time:

Prayer: Pray for qualified elders to lead the church and that they will

be encouraged by us to lead well.

Personal Practical Application:What are some practical steps that

you need to take in your life to “live above reproach”?


