
Sermon Notes for Romans 8:31-39: Why We are Eternally Secure in Christ 

  

Paul ends Romans 8 by asking and answering 7 rhetorical questions: 

1. v. 31a: “What then shall we say to these things?” 

2. v. 31b: “If God is for us, who is against us?” 

3. v. 32: “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also freely 

give us all things?” 

4. v. 33a: “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?” 

5. v. 34a: “who is the one who condemns?” 

6. v. 35a: Who will separate us from the love of Christ?” 

7. v. 35b: “Will tribulation or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?” 

  

These questions lead to two reasons why the security of our salvation is eternal and irrevocable 

  

8. Because of God’s vindicating work (8:31-34) 

  

• This section is dominated by legal descriptions (“for us”; “delivered Him over”; “bring a charge”; 

“justifies”; “condemns”; and ”intercedes”) 

  

• v. 31 - “these things” not only point back to Romans 8:28-30, but back to chapter 5 where Paul begins to 

unfold 14 blessings of justification (peace, grace, hope, molding trials, love, deliverance from wrath, 

reconciliation, joy, righteousness, newness of life, freedom eternal life, marriage to Jesus Christ, eternal 

security) 

  

a)       Nothing and nobody will overturn God’s committed advocacy (v. 31b) – 

God is for us, therefore no lesser enemy can nullify God’s support 

  

b)      Nothing and nobody will overturn God’s greater deliverance (v. 32) – Paul 

argues from the greater to the lesser.  If God did the greatest thing for you 

(sacrificed His Son), you can be sure He will provide everything you need for the 

lesser things. 

  

c)       Nothing and nobody will overturn God’s “not guilty” verdict (v. 33) – No 

charge can supersede God’s unconditional verdict. 

  



d)      Nothing and nobody will overturn God’s effective Mediator (v. 34) – Jesus 

Christ’s death, resurrection, exaltation all make His intercession effective for us. 

  

9. Because of God’s victorious love (8:35-39) 

  

• Our security is sandwiched between two inseparable loves for believers (God’s love and His Son’s love – v. 

35, 39) 

  

• Paul lists 17 potential threats to separating us from His saving and keeping love 

  

a)       God’s love overrules any and every threat to the undoing of our eternal 

security (v. 35-36, 38-39) – no matter what the adversity or trial, nothing is “able 

to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”  

  

b)      God’s love overcomes any and every threat to the enjoyment of our eternal 

security (v. 37) – Even though hardships don’t feel like God’s loving us, His 

past-tense gospel (“through Him who loved us”) and His present-tense 

overcoming resources give us the confidence to trust our all-things God to keep 

us eternally secure. 

  

 


