
Has God Given Up on Israel? 
Romans 11:1-10: | November 18th-24th  

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Thanksgiving week. We will be meeting this week at your leader’s 

discretion.    

2. November 18th Thanksgiving Services, 8:30am & 10:30am. 

3. Nov. 30: Women’s Christmas Gathering, 6:30pm. 

4. Memorize Romans 11:6. 

Introduction: 

Have you ever had someone break a promise? What did that feel like and what 

happened? Have you ever had someone keep a promise even in a situation 

where a normal person would have broken it? What did that feel like?  

Background of the Scripture: 

Paul here again wants to show the Jews that God’s plan did not change, and his 

promises are true. Despite Israel being “disobedient and obstinate (10:21),” God 

has promised to love them and hold them by His grace. He gives 3 proofs to show 

that this is true. (1) Paul was a Jewish believer, (2) God has always had a remnant 

of Israel set aside, (3) and finally instead of God hardening all of Israel’s hearts, 

He has only hardened the hearts of the Jews that have first hardened their own 

hearts.  

Questions for discussion 

1. Read Romans 9:4. Romans 9-11 is an entire section of scripture written 

to show that God is trustworthy, and his plan of salvation and promises 

for Israel have been established since the beginning. How do his 

promises in Scripture show us that he is trustworthy? What are some 

ways that God has shown himself to be trustworthy in your own lives? 

2. Why could the Jews conclude from Paul’s letter that he was saying that 

God rejected them? Have you ever felt rejected or forgotten by God? 

What did that feel like?  

3. Read Gen 12:2-3, Gen 13:14-16, and Gen 15:5. Are these promises to 

Christians or to the nation of Israel? What are some promises that God 

has given us as believers in Jesus?  

4. According to Romans and Psalm 89:31-37, can we do anything to make 

God go back on his promises? What does this say about our salvation?  

5. What is grace? How would you define it? How has God taught you about 

grace through your life?  

6. Read Deuteronomy 7:6-8. What qualification did Israel have that caused 

God to choose them? What does this passage say about you and me 

deserving the grace of God?   

7. Verses 7-10 present a difficult passage that reminds us of Romans 9 and 

the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. “God’s judicial hardening of a man’s 

heart is never separate from that man’s hardening of his own heart” 

(MacArthur). That being said, how is this a difficult truth to understand? 

What was the conclusion from your group’s discussion of Romans 9?  

8. As Israel continued to reject God throughout history, they became 

blinded to the Truth. Ultimately, they did not even recognize their 

Messiah when he was revealed. How are we blinded to the realities of 

the gospel if we reject God (remember Romans 1)?   

9. Practically speaking, what is the difference between “seeking God 

earnestly” and tripping over a stumbling block or darkening our hearts 

towards the Gospel?   

Group Time: 

Prayer:  

 Pray for the ability to trust God and his promises. What are the promises 

that come to mind when you think of God’s faithfulness?  

Personal Practical Application:  

 What is a way that you can practically trust God this week? What is a 

verse or promise from God that you can remember when you struggle 

with trust?   

 Read James 5:12 and Matthew 5:37. Do you keep your promises well, or 

not?  Do you tend to break them or gossip? 

 


