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The [New] Berkeley Version, 1959, 1969 
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The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), 1989 
The Revised English Bible (REB), 1989 
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Questions about our Bible 

 
1. What are special qualities about the Bible? Why do you believe it is unique? 

2. What kind of impact or effect does the Bible have on my life?  What about its impact on others?   

3. What basic information about the Bible's teaching about itself should I know? 

4. Who wrote the Bible?  How was God involved? 

5. When was the Bible written? 

6. What did the earliest Bibles look like and what were the writing materials used?  How did the Bible writers 

write? 

7. What were the languages of the earliest Bibles?  Were there early translations of the Bible?  What were 

they? 

8. How were the books selected which we find in our Bibles?  Who did this?  When did they do it? 

9. Why do different Christian groups have different books in their Bibles?  Why is there a difference between 

our Bible and my Roman Catholic (or Greek Orthodox) friend's Bible?  Which is right? 

10. How do we know that the Bible we have today is just like the original Bibles?  How has it been preserved? 

11. What is the big discussion about the original kind of Greek texts used for the New Testament?  Why is there 

such debate about this? 

12. What versions of the English Bible are most helpful? 

13. What are the advantages or disadvantages of different versions?  What is the best version for me?  What is 

the difference between a translation and a version? 

14. How is our Bible put together?  What is the logic of the order of the books?  Why did the earlier versions 

have different orders? 

15. Who gathered the books of the Bible and when and why and how was the grouping of Bible books 

completed? 

16. How should I read my Bible?  What kind of a plan? How many chapters? 

17. How can I understand the Bible when it is so deep, difficult, and complicated?  What is the use of many parts 

that seem to have no relationship to real life?  Yet, how can it be understood even by those of limited 

understanding—young children and those with mental disabilities? 

18. I've heard that some good Christians believe there are unimportant errors in the Bible?  Are there?  What 

about seeming contradictions? 

19. How do I know whose interpretation of the Bible is correct?  Many fine scholars disagree.  Who is right? 

20. How can reading the Bible give me wisdom?  How do we move from facts to teaching and a way to live? 

21. How do we discern what commands of the Bible are to be followed today and which were intended for 

another time? 

 

 


