
 
Is God’s Sovereignty Unjust? 
Romans 9:14-24 |  September 30th-October 6th 

  

INTRODUCTION :
 

Have you ever been treated unjustly or even felt that God was not fair to allow 

something to occur in your life that was particularly painful or difficult?  

BACKGROUND: 

Paul anticipates the arguments that will inevitably come from Romans 9:11-13. 

He knows that some will respond to the scripture that is written: “Jacob I have 

loved, but Esau I have hated” and will cry out, “That’s not fair!” If God were 

making His decision based on His foreseeing their future merit, then it would be 

completely fair, but clearly that was not the case. Thus, Paul goes to great 

lengths to answer the objections that God could somehow be considered unjust. 

He presents 8 questions that address the question: “Can there be any injustice 

with God?” 

Before starting your study, spend some time in prayer as a group for 

God to work in your hearts and reveal His truth to you.  

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. In verse 14, Paul answers his own question emphatically. How does the 

parable Jesus told in Matthew 20:1-16 also relate to this argument about 

God’s justice and His compassion?  

2. What would happen if there was injustice with God? How would that 

effect our view of Him?  

3. What proof does Paul give in verse 15 (from Exodus 33:19), and how 

does it further the idea that God is absolutely sovereign in His justice 

and mercy?  

4. From verse 15 and 18: If not God (an eternally good and sovereign 

being), then who else could have the power to choose “whom to have 

mercy and not?” If it was anyone else what would that make them?  

5. How does Paul conclude this argument in verse 16, and why is his 

statement important to concluding the argument? How does this 

argument shed light on the focus of other world religions?  

6. What two reasons does Paul give in verse 17 for God’s sovereign choice?  

7. How exactly did the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart work in a positive way 

to the glory of God?  

8. Does this mean that God hardens some people’s hearts so that they 

cannot believe the gospel? How does the hardening of our own hearts 

work in tandem with God hardening people’s hearts? Is this just?  

9. How does verse 18 reveal different desires God has towards men to 

accomplish His will?   

10. According to verse 20, is it proper to question God about how He made 

us? When we say that God is sovereign, what does that mean?  

11. What is the ultimate answer to Paul’s line of reasoning in verses 22-24 

and how does it apply to us? 

In your Small groups: 

PRAYER:  

1. Choose one person whom you believe to have a hard heart and pray for 

that person in particular that they may be open to spiritual things, 

hearing your testimony, or being receptive to the gospel.  Have the 

group pray for that person.  

2. Pray for understanding and peace about God’s sovereignty. It is a 

beautiful mystery that God is both sovereign and we have free will. And 

that is ok! God is sovereign even when we don’t understand everything.  

PRACTICE (PPA):  

1. There are some hard truths shared in this section of scripture. How 

should these difficult ideas affect the way we view our salvation, the 

gospel, and our mission on the earth?  

2. What will you do differently this week knowing that God is sovereign 

over everything? How do you communicate that truth to someone who is 

not a believer?  

FOR NEXT WEEK & FURTHER STUDY 

1. Attend church and read Romans 9:24-29. 

2. Memorize Romans 9:18. 

3. October 7th begins our Life Development classes and a “Pizza with the 

Pastors” event for newer members.   

4. Foundation Class on Oct. 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 10:30am in Ed Mod 2E 

5. Children’s Choir Rehearsals begin Oct. 7, 10-11am in the Music Rm 

 


