
Sermon Notes for Romans 10:14-21: What Are We Accountable For? 
  
Paul brings up an important aspect of God’s gospel message to all, but particularly to his fellow 
Jewish people.  It’s accountability for the gospel message. 

● If you are believers, you are responsible to get the message out 
● If you are believes, you are responsible to hear it and believe it 

  
So Paul uses six Old Testament quotations to show that God has made His purposes and 
message clear in two important ways: 
  

1. Believers are accountable for reporting the gospel (10:14-15) 

  
Paul asks four rhetorical questions to explain the process of how God brings the opportunity to 
be saved and call upon the name of the Lord.  These questions highlight two vital 
responsibilities: 
  

● Send proclaimers (v. 15 quotes Isaiah 52:7). Our God is a sending God (He sent Abraham, Israel, Paul 
and the church) and when we go, God says we have special feet that circulates the good news.  The church 
takes part in the sending work in two ways: 

1. Sending out seed-planters in the harvest that is plentiful (Matt 9:37-38) 
2. Sending out those who feel called to foreign missions, so we can pray for them (Matt. 9:37), 

support them and go ourselves. 
  

● Share the gospel (v. 14).  Paul uses the words “preacher” and “preach” to highlight the importance of 
communicating the good news message under the authority of the King (God) who gave it to supernaturally 
transform lives (Rom. 1:16). 

  

1. Unbelievers are accountable for responding to the gospel (10:16-21) 

  
There’s a broken link in the chain of God’s gospel process and its modelled by the Jews: it’s 
unbelief and many Jews (“not all”) disobeyed the command of the gospel to “repent and believe” 
(Mark 1:15). 
  

● Jewish belief is unreasonable (v. 16-20) – they could believe if they were willing to listen (v. 17) and they 
should believe since God sent His message out (v. 18 – Ps. 19:4) and told them clearly he would make them 
jealous with anger about including the Gentiles in His salvation plan (v. 20 – Isa. 65:1) 

  
● Jewish belief is unrelenting (v. 21) – In the end, Jewish unbelief was willful (“disobedient”) and stubbornly 

resistant (“obstinate”) even though God continually offered His grace (v. 21 quotes Isa. 65:2). 
  
 


