
Sermon Notes on “Has God Given Up on Israel?” Romans 11:1-10 

  

Paul continues to address the rejection of Jesus Christ by Israel and how it relates to God’s 
multi-faceted promise to His covenant through Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) 
  
Romans 9-11 is Paul’s defense of the gospel that is a blessing to both Jew and Gentile and how 
God fulfills His gospel plan.  There are many lessons to learn from these three chapters (Rom. 
9-11), but there are three particular blessings: 
  

● Rom 9-11 proves the Bible is true (it’s a testimony of what God said would happen like many Gentiles being 
saved and many Jews rejecting Christ) 

● Rom 9-11 confirms your religious deception (about being right with God by “works”) and personal 
accountability for unbelief – 10:21) 

● Rom 9-11 verifies God’s control of history (Jews in rejection now, but will repent in the future; time of 
Gentiles now – 11:25) and God is faithful to keep His promise to Israel. 

  
Paul asks and answers two question in chapter 11: 
  

1. Has God rejected His people (v. 1-11)? No He hasn’t.  Israel’s rejection is only partial, not total as He has 
a “remnant” 

  
1. Did Israel stumble and fall beyond recovery (v. 12-32)? No they haven’t.  Israel’s rejection is only 

temporary, not permanent. 
  
In answering question #1, Paul provides two answers that emphatically deny God is not 
rejecting His people. 
  

1. God keeps His promise through a severely graced remnant (11:1-6) 

  
Paul provide three compelling pieces of evidence: 
  

● Exhibit A: Paul’s personal testimony (v. 1)  If God is rejecting Israel, how can you explain the conversion 
of a Jewish man like Paul? 

  
● Exhibit B: Elijah’s mistaken testimony  (v. 2b-4 quotes 1 Kings 19:10, 14, 18).  Elijah thought he was the 

only true believing Jew, but God had preserved 7,000 others. 
  

● Exhibit C: God’s sovereign testimony (v. 5-6) God highlights His foreknowledge (v. 2a – a predetermined 
love relationship with Israel) and His “gracious choice”, not “works" (v. 5 -6) 

  

2. God keeps His promise through a self-imposed rejection (11:7-10) 

  
The existence of a “remnant” of believing Jews also means there is the existence of a majority group of “hardened” 
“Israelites” (9:4) who are not believing (v. 7) 
  



Paul distinguishes three groups of Israelites in v. 7: 
  

● The corporate whole who has “not obtained” what she is “seeking” (a righteous status with God – 9:33; 
10:3) 

  
● The “chosen” or “elect” “obtained it” (righteous standing before God just like the Gentiles did in 9:30) 

  
● The “hardened” who are spiritually insensitive to God’s general call through the gospel (just as in 9:18). 

  
This hardening (though brought on by God) is not like a predestination or election to eternal damnation because later 
Paul indicates Israel’s hardening is not permanent, but a “partial hardening” (v. 25).  This hardening is punishment for 
Israel’s sin (11:9 – “retribution”) because of their “disobedient and obstinate” hearts (10:21) and “unbelief” (11:20) 
  
Paul quotes four Old Testament passages (Deut. 29:4; Isa. 29:10; Psalm 69:22-23) to show how Israel’s rejection 
was part of God’s plan. 
  

  

 


