
Sermon Notes on “Is There a Purpose for Israel’s Rejection?” Romans 11:11-15 

  
God is a purposeful God (Prov. 16:4) and Paul adds this truth to his arsenal of arguments about 
why God’s covenant promise (Gen 12:1-3) to His chosen people (the Jews) is not faltering (due 
to Jewish rejection of Jesus Christ) even when it appears to be so.  His arguments include: 
  

● Not misunderstanding God’s promise to Israel (v. 6-13 – not all ethnic Israel are children of the promise) 
  

● Not misunderstanding God’s sovereignty (v. 14-23 – God is the Potter and chooses whom He desires as all 
deserve judgment) 

  
● Not misunderstanding God’s calling (v. 24-29 – God makes hearts willing to believe of those He chooses) 

  
● Not misunderstanding God’s accountability (v. 9:30-10:21 – Both Jews and Gentiles are responsible for their 

willing unbelief) 
  

● Not misunderstanding God’s future for Israel which involves some special purposes for Israel’s rejection 
(11:11-15) 

  
Paul asks and answers two key question in chapter 11: 
  

1. Has God rejected His people (v. 1-11)? No He hasn’t.  Israel’s rejection is only partial, not total as He 
saves a “remnant” 

  
2. Did Israel stumble and fall beyond recovery (v. 12-32)? No they haven’t.  Israel’s rejection is only 

temporary, not permanent. 
  
As Paul begins to answer question #2, He shares three purposes for Israel’s rejection of Jesus 
Christ. 
  

1. Save the Gentiles (11:11a, 12a) 

  
● Israel’s rejection of Jesus Christ opened the door for Gentiles spiritual blessing and Paul calls this blessing 

“salvation” (v. 11), “riches” (v. 12) and “reconciliation” (v. 15) 
  

● The church is primarily Gentiles who have come to know Christ as a result of Israel’s unbelief. 
  

2. Stimulate the Jews (11:11b, 13-14) 

  
● God uses “jealously” (see Rom. 10:19 quoting Deut. 32:16, 21) to provoke the Jews to faith. 

  
● God wants to use our attractive witness to motivate Jews to come to Christ.  Are you living a life that is 

making the gospel look attractive (Titus 2:10; Matt. 5:16; 1 Pet 2:12; John 13:34-35)? 
  

● Paul’s calling to be a missionary to the Gentiles is designed to provoke the Jews to salvation (v. 13-14) 



  

3. Satisfy God’s promise (11:12b, 15b) 

  
● One of God’s greatest purposes is to bring His chosen people to their “fulfillment” (v. 12) and “life from the 

dead” (v. 15).  These two truths point us to God’s ultimate future of blessing for Israel and the world as 
outlined in the Abrahamic covenant in Gen 12:1-3, 7, 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1-21; 22:15-18 (confirmed to 
Isaac-Gen. 26:3-5, 24; Jacob-Gen. 28:13-15; and the 12 sons of Jacob-Gen. 49).  It contains 14 provisions: 
1: a great nation was to come out of Abraham, namely, the nation of Israel (Gen. 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:1-2, 
7; 22:17b).2: he was promised a Land; specifically, the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:1, 7; 13:14-15, 17; 
15:17-21; 17:8). extending from the river of Egypt in the south to the great river, Euphrates in the north. 3: 
Abraham himself was to be greatly blessed (Gen. 12:2b). 4: Abraham's name would be great (Gen. 12:2c) 
and so it is among Jews, Muslims, and in all Christianity. 5:  Abraham will be a blessing to others (Gen. 
12:2d). 6: those who bless Israel will be blessed (Gen. 12:3a).7: those who curse Israel will be cursed 
(Gen.12:3b). 8: in Abraham all will ultimately be blessed (Gen. 12:3c; 22:18) through JC (Gal. 3:6-18)  9: 
Abraham would receive a son (Isaac) through his wife Sarah (Gen. 15:1-4; 17:16-21). 10: his descendants 
would undergo the Egyptian bondage (Gen. 15:13-14) which turned out to be 400 years. 11: other nations 
as well as Israel would come forth from Abraham (Gen. 17:3-4, 6); the Arab states are some of these 
nations.12: his name was to be changed from Abram, meaning “exalted father,” to Abraham, meaning 
“father of a multitude” (Gen. 17:5).  13: Sarai's name, meaning “my princess,” was to be changed to Sarah, 
meaning “the princess” (Gen. 17:15). 14: circumcision was to be a sign of the covenant (Gen. 17:9-14); thus, 
according to the Abrahamic Covenant, circumcision was to be a sign of one's Jewishness. The uniqueness 
of Jewish circumcision is not the act, but the timing of the act: on the eighth day. Circumcision would show 
this to be a blood covenant and hence emphasized its solemnity. It would also show that this sign of 
Jewishness is passed on through natural generation.  

  
● God gave Israel 5 covenants (4 unconditional: Abrahamic, Land; Davidic; New covenant and 1 conditional: 

Mosaic which is now inoperative).  The Land (inhabiting all the promised land); Davidic (the earthy and 
eternal reign of Christ) and the New Covenant (regeneration and material blessings for all Israel and spiritual 
blessings for the Gentiles and the church). 

  
● Notice four future blessings from Jesus in Mathew 19:28: 

  
1. There is a coming renewal of planet earth. (The word “regeneration” is used to speak of a renewal or 

“genesis again”.  It’s about a recreation of the earth and parallels the glorified creation that Paul speaks of in 
Rom 8:18-23. It is also closely related to the “restoration of all things” that Peter refers to in Acts 3:21. Thus, 
Jesus sees a restored planet earth in the future in connection with the restoration of national Israel. 

2. The Davidic throne of Jesus is future. With Lk 1:32-33, the angel Gabriel told Mary that her Son would 
one day sit upon the throne of David. With Matt. 19:28, Jesus explicitly links His assumption of the throne of 
David with the future renewal of creation—“in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious 
throne.” Since the “regeneration” of the earth is future, we can know that Jesus’ assumption of the Davidic 
throne is future and Jesus links His Davidic reign with His 2nd coming in Matt. 25:31 (“But when the Son of 
Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.”) 

3. The nation Israel will be restored. Jesus also mentions the “twelve tribes of Israel” which refers to the 
literal 12 tribes of Israel. On several occasions, the OT prophets predicted a restored Israel with a unification 
of the twelve tribes (see Ezekiel 36-37). The mention of the “twelve tribes of Israel” in Matt. 19:28 shows that 
Jesus expects a future restoration of the nation Israel with the 12 tribes present. There is no reason here to 
spiritualize the 12 tribes here especially since every other reference to the “twelve tribes” of Israel in the NT 
refers to literal Israel (see Luke 22:30; Acts 26:7; James 1:1; Rev. 7:4-8; 21:12) as do all references to 
“Israel” in the NT refer to ethnic/national Israel. 



4. The apostles will rule over a restored national Israel. For their willingness to forsake all and follow Jesus 
the apostles will sit “upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Rev. 19:15 reveals that when 
Jesus returns to earth He will rule the nations of the earth. With Mt. 19:28 we also see that Jesus’ apostles 
will share His coming reign by judging the 12 tribes. This is a literal rule over the literal tribes of Israel when 
the kingdom comes. So not only will Israel be united and restored, the nation will be ruled over by the 12 
apostles. 

  
● Jesus’ words in Matt. 19:28 show incredible blessings and fulfillment to come with Jesus’ return: the planet 

earth will be restored, Jesus will reign as King, Israel will be restored and united, and the apostles will have 
ruling functions over Israel. 

  
 


