
 
Is there a purpose for Israel’s rejection?  

Romans 11:11-15  |  November 25th – December 1st 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Nov. 30: Women’s Christmas Gathering, $10 tickets, 6:30pm.  

2. Dec. 15: Family Christmas Celebration, 6:30pm. 

3. Dec. 16: Christmas Services, 8:30 & 10:30am. “O Come Let Us 

Adore Him.” 

4. Dec. 23: Christmas Services, 8:30 & 10:30am. “Unwrapping God’s 

Christmas Gift.” 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

Have you ever been envious of someone for a good reason? What about a 

bad reason? What was the difference and what happened?   

 

BACKGROUND OF THE SCRIPTURE: 

It is critical for us to understand how Israel’s rejection was an integral 

part of the Gentiles’ inclusion into the family of God. Read Genesis 

12:1-3 and then read Romans 11:1-10 before launching into your 

discussion. God’s purpose for the “spiritual stupor and blindness” of 

Israel was twofold: To bring salvation to the Gentiles, and to bring 

further salvation to the Jew through their conviction and envy.  

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. How has God used Israel’s rejection of the Messiah to accomplish 

His purposes regarding His Son?  (give specific N.T. examples)  

2. How does God accomplish His purposes though we sometimes 

reject Him (i.e. do what we selfishly want instead of obeying 

God)?  

3. Do you think that God uses people’s rejection of Christ for His 

greater purposes?  

4. How will God use Israel’s re-union to accomplish His purposes in 

the future regarding God’s family?  (This is alluded to in vs.11.) 

5. God can save people even when they have rejected/hated Him 

for the majority of their lives. What does that say about the 

far-reaching love and incomprehensible mercy of God?  

6. How does Paul’s teaching in Acts 28:25-28 shed light on the 

interpretation of this passage?   

7. How can we be like Paul to “magnify our ministry” and move 

others through jealousy that they might be saved?  What is he 

driving at?  How can jealousy of salvation be used in a positive 

way?  

8. When people hear the gospel or God’s word, they tend to do one 

of two things: 1) repent and turn to Jesus, 2) become 

angry/offended and more entrenched in unbelief. When you are 

convicted, what do you tend to do? How do you respond to the 

loving rebuke or conviction from a friend in Christ?  

9. If the people that knew you had to guess, would they say that 

you are a believer in Christ? Would they know that you were 

through your words and your works?  

10. Think about this quote from MacArthur: “if a faithless Israel 

could bring salvation to the Gentiles, how much greater blessing 

will her faithfulness bring?” – Read Zech. 12:10;13:1 – What will 

this look like in the future?  

   

Group Time:  

 

Prayer: 

1. Pray specifically in your groups that God would empower you to 

represent Him well with your words and your works this week, so 

people would be attracted to the Gospel.  

 

Personal Practical Application: 

1. What are ways that we can practically make people “envious of 

our salvation?” How do good works and the salvation message 

work in tandem to communicate the gospel effectively?  

 
 


