
Sermon Notes on “Warning: Stay Humble When You Benefit From Others” 
Romans 11:16-24 

Paul communicates in Romans 11 the truth that God is not finished with His 
people Israel yet (even though they are currently “cut off” in rejecting Jesus 
Christ).  He makes it clear by asking and answering two key questions: 

  

1. Has God rejected His people (v. 1-11)? No He hasn’t.  Israel’s rejection is 
only partial, not total as He saves a “remnant” of Jews 

  

2. Did Israel stumble and fall beyond recovery (v. 12-32)? No they haven’t. 
Israel’s rejection is only temporary, not permanent and God will “graft them 
in again” (v. 23). 

  

In verses 16-23, Paul warns the Gentiles about allowing pride to grip their hearts 
in light of Israel’s rejection of Jesus Christ and their salvation blessing.  He uses 
an illustration about an olive tree that pictures God’s blessing to God’s people 
through the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) who were given the covenant 
promises.  He shares four pride-crushing truths that will help them understand 
God’s plan for Israel and their place in that plan. 

  

1. Remember the source of Gentile blessing (11:16-18) 

  

● v. 16 is about a general principle of the part (“the first piece” and “the root”) 
which influences the whole (“the lump” and “the branches”). This principle is 
used to remind the Gentiles of God’s blessing on His people Israel (“the 
root” is Jewish as God gave His covenant promises to the patriarchs) 

  

● v. 17 applies the principle by showing that “some of the branches were 
broken off” (Jewish unbelievers) and a “wild olive…were grafted in” 
(Gentiles believers) and this became “partakers with them of the rich root of 
the olive tree” – Gentiles were giving the spiritual blessing of the Jewish 
covenant promise) 



●  v. 18 reminds all “grafted in” Gentiles not to be arrogant about Israel’s fall 
since their salvation blessing came from “the root” (Jewish covenant 
blessing) that supports them and not the other way around (“it is not you 
who supports the root”) 

  

2. Remember the strength of Gentile blessing (11:19-20a)) 

  

● Paul verbalizes a hypothetical Gentile who might think and believe it’s all 
about their blessing now that Israel failed to believe, but he reminds them 
they “stand by faith”, not by anything they’ve done or will do.  Faith alone 
has been Paul’s consistent message of how anyone can stand accepted 
before God (3:20, 28, 30; 4:3-5, 10-11, 16, 9:16, 30-31; 10:3-4, 9-10) 

  

● This strength of faith in the person and finished work of JC which came 
about as a result of God’s promise through the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 
12:3b – “and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed” which Gal. 
3:16 says is fulfilled in the “seed” of Jesus Christ 

  

3. Remember the security of Gentile blessing (11:20b-22) 

  

● Paul again warns against pride and calls them to “fear” God who is can 
display His “severity” (“cut off” by false faith) or “kindness” (blessed by true 
persevering faith that doesn’t flake out). 

  

● Three applications about how fearing God can fight against pride: 

  

a. Fear God’s warning of our proneness to compare ourselves with others 
rather than God (11:18 – “do not be arrogant toward the branches” – easy 
to look down on unbelievers with disgust and say, “they deserve to be 
judged”) 



b. Fear God’s warning of our proneness to believe justification by works 
instead of by faith (Israel was cut off because they sought to “establish their 
own righteousness” – 10:3) 

c. Fear God’s warning about His ability and authority to be severe or kind 
toward us (“behold” occurs 1,000x in the Bible as a flashing warning light to 
say, “slow down, open your eyes and think about God’s severity and 
kindness”) 

  

4. Remember the significance of Israel’s blessing (11:23-24) 

  

● These two verses teach us that the restoration process of Israel (who were 
cut off) is an easier process that the gospel call to the Gentiles (who are 
unnaturally grafted in). 

  

● Paul again uses his “how much more” argument: If God can graft “wild 
olive” branches (like the Gentiles) into the “cultivated olive tree” in which 
they do not naturally belong to (“contrary to nature”), then He can certainly 
graft in again those branches (believing Jews) who do naturally belong to 
that tree.  For it is, after all, “their own olive tree” (v. 24) 

  

● “God is able” reminds us of some humbling truths to apply to our hearts and 
lives: 

o   He is able to use His chosen people’s rejection (ch. 9-11) to “graft in 
contrary to nature” “wild olive tree” Gentiles into the “cultivated olive tree” 
(v. 24) 

o   He is able to “graft in natural” Jewish “branches” again by His “kindness” 
(v. 23) 

o   He is able to severely “cut off” those who do not truly believe (v. 20, 22). 

o   He is able to use Jewish sin (in ch. 2) to counter Jewish boasting over 
Gentiles. 

o   He is able (John the Baptist said to the Pharisee, Sadducee’s) to “raise 
up children to Abraham” (Mt. 3:9) 



o   He is able “to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ…” (Rom. 16:25) 

  
 


