
How to Get Revenge 

Romans 12:17-21  |  February 10-16   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Fri., Feb. 15: Adult Outreach Event, 6pm, Ministry Center. 

2. Sun., Feb. 17 & 24: Foundations Class, (2 parts), 2-5:30pm, Ed Mod 

2E. 

3. Fri., Feb. 22: “Work as Worship” Simulcast Seminar, 

7:30am-2:30pm, Worship Center. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  1) Has there ever been a time in your life when you 

repaid evil with evil? What happened? 2) Have you ever had a chance to 

repay evil with good? What happened?  

 

BACKGROUND OF THE SCRIPTURE: 

Through Romans 12, Paul is laying the foundation for how a true Christian 

should live and act now that they are saved by the mercy of God. Here he 

lays out another aspect of Christian living, specifically not “repaying evil 

for evil” and “overcoming evil with good.” These qualities of a Christian’s 

life should be evident as we follow Christ’s commands to love our enemies.  

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. How would you define evil? In your own words, what does it mean 

to “never pay back evil for evil?” How does this command relate to 

“turning the other cheek”?  

2. What is the difference between revenge and justice? Think: civil vs 

individual responsibilities.  

3. Read 1 Thess 5:15 and 1 Peter 3:8-9. How should a believer respond 

when they are wronged? Is this always true? Why or why not?  

4. Repaying evil for evil usually happens when we are prideful, angry, 

and sinning. The NASB says “Respect what is right in the sight of 

men (17c).” If we really view people as depraved sinners in need of 

a savior, we must respect their position and love them despite it. 

Why is this hard? Do you have any examples of loving someone who 

did not deserve it? What happened?  

5. Flashes of anger and uncontrolled wrath reveal our hearts in an 

instant. James says that “The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil 

among the parts of the body (3:6).” How do you respond when 

someone wrongs you? Is anger your first response? What can we do 

to work on our anger and “be at peace with all men”?  

6. Vs 18 says, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace 

with all men.”  How can we live our lives “at peace with all men”? 

By definition a peaceful relationship must be two-sided. It is 

impossible to force someone to be at peace with us or forgive us. 

But as Christians, we are called to take the first step to make 

peace and forgive others. Who in your life do you need to extend 

peace and forgiveness to?  

7. As believers we are not to take revenge or hold grudges. Rather, 

we are to leave that up to God. Why is this a beautiful command, 

but also a difficult one? How is the wrath of God seen as perfect 

within a context like this?   

GROUP TIME:  

Prayer:  Is it difficult for you to forgive people when they wrong you? 

Share in your small groups about situations that you need to make amends 

and forgive people. Pray for humble hearts and willingness to forgive like 

Christ has forgiven us.  

Personal Practical Application: Do you regularly become angry with 

people? Discuss with your small groups and talk about a plan to react better 

in times of high stress or wrong-doing.  

 


