
Sermon Notes on “How to Relate to Civil Government” Romans 13:1-7 
(February 17, 2019) 
 
● God teaches us that we are dual citizens living in two kingdoms simultaneously with 

a dual, yet unequal allegiance to both (Jesus said, “render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21; Mk 12:17) 

● We have an allegiance to our earthly kingdom 
● We have a greater allegiance to our heavenly kingdom which can never be 

compromised 
● In Romans 13:1-7, Paul addresses our earthly allegiance to government. 

● Believers have a personal commitment to let God’s love be their guiding 
principle in living peaceably with other believers (12:9-16) and unbelievers, 
even when mistreated (12:17-21) 

● Believers have a public commitment to honor God’s provision and protection 
of government even if corrupt (1 Pet 2:17 – Nero) 

  
● Paul shares two expectations about our relationship to government: 
  

1.      Understand and respect God’s provision of “governing authorities”  
(13:1b, 3-4) 

  
● God is sovereignly in control of all authorities (Rom. 13:1; Dan. 4:17b; Prov. 21:1; 

Dan. 2:21 – “removes kings and establishes kings”) 
● There are 3 governmental authorities God has granted: 

1. Protect law-abiding citizens (13:3b-4a): Government is a blessing to those 
who obey the laws (1 Pet. 2:13-14) 

2. Punish law-breakers (13:2b, 3a, 4a, 4c): Government has the right to bring 
punitive consequences against those who violate established laws (Utilize 
fear of punishment and they “bear the sword” of the ultimate sentence of 
capital punishment- Ex. 21:23; Deut. 19:21; Matt. 26:52; Gen. 9:6) 

3. Promote peace and order in society (1 Tim. 2:1-2 – “to lead a tranquil and 
quiet life in all godliness and dignity”) 

  
2.      Understand and respond to your part toward “government authorities” 
(13:1a, 2, 5-7) 

  
● When Jesus said to “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s” (Mt. 

22:21a), He was referring to giving the Roman government authority what is 
due them (meaning of “render”) 



  
● We owe the government five things: 

  
1. We owe the government our submission (Rom. 13:1, 5; 1 Pet. 2:13-14; 

Titus 3:1): Our submission obeys God (v. 1), avoids disobeying God (v. 2), 
avoids exposing ourselves to “condemnation” (v. 2b), protects from “fear” 
of punishment (v. 3-4), does the right thing (v. 5 – “for conscience sake”), 
silences “the ignorance of foolish men” (1 Pet. 2:15)  

2. We owe the government our money (Rom. 13:6a, 7a): God calls our 
governing authorities His “servants” or “ministers” three times (v. 4, 6). 
We owe both types of taxes (direct like property or income tax and indirect 
like sales or tariffs, etc.) 

3. We owe the government our respect (Rom. 13:7b – “fear to whom fear; 
honor to whom honor”): Respect the office of authority and even those you 
disagree with as Peter commands in 1 Pet. 2:17 with Nero and evil king. 
Respect doesn’t disregard the need to be held accountable like John the 
Baptist did with Herod in Matthew 14. 

4. We owe the government our prayers (1 Tim. 2:1-4): It’s a priority to God 
for our enjoyment of life under governmental authority and for the 
salvation of our leaders. 

5. We owe the government our participation (Titus 3:1-2): Participate in the 
political process for the good of our society as able (Jer. 29:7; like Paul 
before kings; like Daniel as a political leader in a pagan nation; like Esther 
to spare the genocide of her people; like Nehemiah who asked for 
resources for God’s people to rebuild the Jerusalem wall; like Moses who 
grew up in the Egyptian royal palace and confronted Pharaoh with God’s 
message and miracles).  Use your voice to stand for righteousness or 
proclaim the gospel and use your right to vote what’s right and good for 
society. 

  
 


