
Romans 3:21-31 (Part 2) Sermon Notes: How to Be Right with God 

  

After Paul concludes his prosecution of our guiltiness before God as condemned sinners, He 
now shares the only way that anyone can be right with God.  He shares both the way you can’t 
be right with God and only way you can. 
  
Paul answers 4 key questions: 

1. How many people are guilty of sins crimes?  Everyone (Romans 1:18; 3:9-12, 23) 
2. What is the penalty of our sin crimes? Death (Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 6:23 – it’s a 3-fold 

death: physical; spiritual; eternal) 
3. Why is God required to impose this sentence? As a righteous and just God, He must 

punish sin (Genesis 18:25; Exodus 34:7) 
4. How can a righteous God accept an unrighteous person like you and me?  Paul answers 

this in Romans 3:21-26. 

  
Paul preaches a clear 4-point message: 

1. God is uniquely & perfectly righteous (Psalm 145:17; John 7:18) 
2. God demands that you and I be righteous (Matthew 5:48) 
3. Everyone falls short of God’s righteous standard (Romans 1:18; 2:18; 3:10) and cannot 

vindicate themselves (Romans 3:20; 8:8; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2:8-9) 
4. God provides His saving righteousness to anyone who believes in the Person and work 

of JC (Romans 1:16-17; 3:22-26) 
  
How can unrighteous guilty sinners like you and me be right with a righteous holy God? 
  
1.  You will never be right with God by your insufficient righteousness (Romans 3:21a; 28) 
  

 God’s righteousness refers to His perfect and sinless character (Ps. 145:17; 92:15; Jn. 
7:18) and His perfect and justifying action whereby He legally declares any unrighteous 
sinner righteous or fully acquitted of all guilt. 

  

 No one can justify themselves by “keeping the works of the Law” (3:20, 28; Galatians 
3:10) because saving righteousness is “apart from the Law” (3:21) 

  
2.  You will only be right with God by God’s sufficient righteousness (Romans 3:21b-31) 
  
Paul details 9 aspects of His saving and sufficient righteousness, but we will only look at 4 this 
week. 
  



 This righteousness is “witnessed by the Law and the Prophets” (v. 21b). This is exactly 
what the Old Testament says: You can’t be righteous by obedience to the law 
(Deuteronomy 27:26), but you can be righteous by faith just as Abraham and David were 
(Romans 4:2-3, 6-8) 

  
 This righteousness is received “through faith in Jesus Christ” (v. 22a, 25c, 26, 27, 28, 

30). “Faith” is mentioned 9x in 11 verses to emphasize the means by which God’s 
justifying work is applied to a guilty sinner’s life. 

  
 This righteousness is “for all who believe” (v. 22b-23) It doesn’t matter who you are or 

what you done since “all have sinned”.  Same standard, same sin, same penalty, same 
need, same opportunity. 

  
 This righteousness is all about “being justified” (v. 24a). Justification is being legally 

cleared of all sin crimes by the full and final verdict of God, the Supreme Judge because 
His Son took the just penalty for our crimes and we put our faith in His Son. 

  

 This righteousness is “a gift by His grace”(v. 24b). God didn’t have to give us His saving 
righteousness, but He did as a totally free, no strings attached gift of His good-will 
(grace). 

 This righteousness is “through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (v. 24c). While 
God’s gift was free to us, it cost God His Son’s life which was a ransom price to free us 
from our enslavement to sin (John 8:34; 1 Timothy 2:6; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Galatians 4:4-5; 
Ephesians 1:7-8) 

  

 This righteousness is paid for by “a propitiation in His blood” (v. 25a). Our sin offended 
and angered God and demanded a just penalty.  Jesus Christ’s willingly gave His life (“in 
His blood”) which appeased or satisfied God’s wrath against sin for us (1 John 2:2; 
4:10).  This pictured the atonement made in the Holy of holies once a year on the Day of 
Atonement by the Hight Priest when he sprinkled the blood of the sacrifice on the 
“mercy seat”. 

  

 This righteousness reveals God as “just and the justifier” (v. 25c-26).  God demonstrated 
His just character (v. 25b-26) even while He acted to justify sinful people (v. 21-22) 
because His Son provided full satisfaction of the demands of God’s justice by His willing 
and sacrificial death. 

  



 This righteousness is demonstrated by life-changing “faith” (v. 27-31).  Saving “faith” 
(mentioned 5x in this section) is evidenced in three ways: 

  
1.       It resists pride (v. 27-28) knowing that salvation is all of God and has nothing to do 

with anything we did. 
  

2.       It resists prejudice (v. 29-30) because everyone who believes no matter what their 
ethnicity received the same acquittal from the same God. 

  
3.       It resists presumption (v. 31) because faith doesn’t invalidate the laws righteous 

standard nor its ability to reveal our sin nor it authority to command our obedience 
nor its fulfillment in our relationship with Christ. 

  
 


