
Romans 4:1-12 Sermon Notes: How Faith Gives Us the Credit We Need 

  
Paul uses God’s “credit” system to show how He puts His saving righteousness to our spiritual 
account.  He uses this accounting term 11 times in Romans 4 make his point that God will legally and 
graciously credit your spiritual account with His Son’s perfect righteousness which He paid in full when 
you put your total trust in Him. 
  
Paul introduces two famous and very revered Old Testament believers (Abraham and David) to reinforce 
the only way anyone can ever be not guilty of their sin is to believe in Jesus Christ alone apart from any 
good works. 

  

1. God credits your life through faith alone by putting His righteousness in your spiritual asset 
column (4:1-5, 9-12) 

  
You can’t exalt Abraham, the greatest of patriarchs and among the best of Old Testament saints 
because God alone credited his asset column with His righteousness, not Abraham. 
  

 Spiritual credit doesn’t allow bragging now matter how good you might be (v. 1-2) – 
Abraham was a good man, but all his goodness was after God credited him with God’s 
righteousness. 

  

 Spiritual credit only comes by believing according to Scriptural authority (v. 3 – Gen. 15:6) 

  

 Spiritual credit is only for those who “do not work” (v. 4-5) – God does what seems to be 
unjust and outrageous: He “justifies the ungodly” by having His Son pay our sin debt so 
we could be credited His righteousness apart from any good works. 

  

 Spiritual credit has nothing to do with religious rites (v. 9-10) – Neither circumcision or 
any other religious practice can give you the spiritual credit you need.  Abraham was 
credited with God’s righteousness before he was circumcised. 

  

 Spiritual credit is for everyone (v. 11-12) – God’s credit of righteousness is for Jews and 
Gentiles and Abraham is “the father of all who believe” 



  

2. God credits your life through faith alone by not putting sin in your spiritual liability 
column (4:1-5, 9-12) 

  

 You can’t exclude David, the greatest of Israel’s kings, but one of Old Testament’s most 
famous sinners because God didn’t credit his liability column with his sin and forgave 
him. 

  
 Paul uses Psalm 32:1-2 (one of David’s confessions) to show how God credited David by 

faith just as He credited Abraham by faith. 
 


