
Sermon Notes for Romans 9:30-33: How Do Righteousness and Faith Mix? 
  
Paul continues to defend God’s faithfulness to His salvation promise to the Jews in spite of the 
many who are rejecting Jesus Christ.  God’s plan hasn’t failed, but is being fulfilled just as God 
has purposed: 

● His promise never included every Jewish person, but those through the line of Isaac and 
Jacob (9:6-13) 

● His sovereign will determined who would be vessels of mercy and those who would be 
passed over as vessels of wrath (9:14-22) 

● His calling (through the gospel) will save the “remnant” of Jews He chose and include 
many Gentiles (9:2-29) 

  
Now Paul turns the corner and focuses on what made the Gentiles right with God (their “faith”) 
and what didn’t allow the Jews to attain “righteousness” (their unbelief and works).  The Jews 
stumbled over Jesus Christ instead of believing in Him (9:30-33). 
  
Paul contrasts the two ways people try to be right with God: either by faith (the right way 
demonstrated by the Gentiles) or by works (the wrong way demonstrated by the Jews). 
  

1. Ingest the right ingredients (faith minus works) and be right with God (9:30m 30b) 

  
● This has been Paul’s major theme in this letter: Salvation is for guilty sinners who put their trust in Jesus 

Christ alone apart from good works (3:20-26) 
  

a.Renounce your merit and fallible works as a basis for being right with God (Rom. 3:20; 
9:11; Gal. 2:16; 3:11; Eph. 2:8; Titus 3:5).  Our good deeds are tainted by sin (Isa. 64:6) and 
incomplete since they are not perfect (Gal. 3:10: James 2:10) 

  
b. Rely solely on the merits and finished work of Jesus Christ as the basis for being right 
with God (3:24-25, 28, 30).  It’s only by faith in what Jesus accomplished on the cross for us. 

  
2.  Ingest the wrong ingredients (works plus faith) and be wrong with God (9:30-33a) 
  

● Works plus faith is built on believing in yourself (v. 31-32a). The Jews pursued a “law of righteousness” 
that was never a means to salvation (10:3). The biggest obstacle to being right with God is 
self-righteousness because it makes you think you can merit your salvation and blinds you to your desperate 
need for Christ. 

  
● Works plus faith leads to stumbling over Jesus Christ (v. 32b-33a).  The Jews stumbled over the 

stumbling stone of Jesus Christ.  He offended their spiritual pride (as a “rock of offense”) and gave them 
hope (Isa. 28:16 as “the cornerstone” to build upon).  No one will be “disappointed” personally or eternally 
when they put their faith in Jesus Christ. (v. 33b) 

 


