
Sermon Notes for Romans 10:1-4: Two Kinds of Righteousness: Only One Works 
  
The contrast between how the Jews pursued being right with God and how the Gentiles 
received the righteousness of God is night and day.  There are only two kinds of righteousness: 

1. The false way of human achievement by faith in your works 
2. The true way of divine accomplishment by faith in Jesus Christ 

  
Paul highlights this contrast, but focuses primarily on the wrong self-righteous pursuit of the 
Jews who failed to get right with God.  He wants us to clearly understand that while it might look 
like there are two kinds of righteousness, only one works and saves. 
  

1. Beware of the false self-driven righteousness that doesn’t make you right with God (10:1-3a) 

  
“many”, not “few” are chasing this false and fruitless righteousness (Matt 7:13, 22, 2 Pet. 2:1-2) 
  
How can I avoid choosing this false self-driven righteousness? 
  

1. Understand the privilege of focused prayer (v. 1; Col. 4:2-4) – Pray for the lost to be saved, even if they are 
enemies as the Jews were to Paul.  Pray for the right ambition (Col. 4:2 – “devote yourselves to prayers”), 
the right alertness (Col. 4:2 – “keeping alert in it”), the right attitude (Col. 4:2 – “with an attitude of 
thanksgiving”), and the right aim (Col. 4:3-4 – for open doors, clear communication, for people’s 
salvation-Rom. 10:1) 
 

2. Understand the power of misguided passion (v. 2) – It’s good to have “zeal for God”, but not if it’s 
uninformed by true knowledge about who God is and what it means to be right with God. 
 

3. Understand the problem of religious pursuits (v. 3a) – These are self-ignorance (“not knowing about God’s 
righteousness”), self-righteousness (“seeking to establish their own”) and self-insubordinate (“they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of God”) 

  
How can I detect if I’m embracing the false kind of righteousness? 
  

● You’ll tend to be more concerned about your doing than your believing. 
● Your doing will primarily be a showing in front of those who know you profess a faith. 
● Your private life is not driven by faith, but by the flesh and guilt. 

  

2.  Believe in the true saving righteousness that makes you right with God (10:3b-4) 

  
● Saving righteousness has an exclusive object (Jesus Christ). He is the termination (the end of the law as a 

means to being right with God) and the goal (the fulfillment of the law) 
  

● Saving righteousness has an exclusive on-ramp (only those who believe in Jesus Christ) – Phil. 3:3-9; 2 
Cor. 5:21 

  

 


