
Sermon Notes for Romans 10:5-13: How to Experience Saving Righteousness 
  
Paul keeps hammering home the essential truth about God’s saving righteousness 

● 9:30-33: The Jews missed it because they sought it by works and the Gentiles found it 
because they believed God. 

● 10:1-4: The Jews follow a false self-driven righteousness that doesn’t save when the 
only righteousness that saves is righteousness by faith 

● 10:5-13: Paul hits it one more time. Stop trying to be righteous by works and start 
trusting to be righteous by faith in Jesus Christ alone. 

  
Paul uses seven different Old Testament references to drive home his point about rejecting the 
works-driven plan of righteousness versus receiving the gift of God’s righteousness by faith. 
Notice the two essential responses to the two kinds of righteousness 
  

1. Reject the doing kind of righteousness (10:5-7) 

  
● Doing demands perfection (v. 8).  Paul uses Lev. 18:5 to remind everyone that the law demands perfect 

(inward & outward) and perpetual obedience (Gal.3:10), but neither the Jews nor Paul could do it (Phil. 
3:5-9) 

  
● Doing is unattainable (v. 6-7). Nobody can bring Christ down from heaven or bring Christ back from the 

dead (Rom. 8:7-8, 1 Cor. 2:14), God already did this. 
  

2. Receive the done kind of righteousness (10:8-13) 

  
God made Himself accessible by what He did for us: 
  

● His righteousness is easily assessible (v. 8-10). God brought Jesus down from heaven through His 
incarnation and brought him up by His death.  

  
● His righteousness is equally assessible (v. 11-13). It doesn’t matter if you’re ethnic background (Jew or 

Gentile), but it’s for “whoever” (v. 11, 13). There is “no distinction” in need (“for all have sinned”) or 
allegiance (“the same Lord is Lord of all”) or in blessing (“abound in riches for all”) or requirement (“for all 
who call on Him”) 

 
  
 


