
Sermon Notes on “Paying Off Your Greatest Debt” Romans 13:8-10 

● After learning about one of our important earthly obligations to governing authorities, 

God now directs our hearts to the most important obligation we owe…love for our 

neighbors.  It is a debt that will never be paid off in this life and one that Paul repeatedly 

teaches us about.  Just in the book of Romans, we learn 10 truths about His amazing 

love: 

1. God’s love is a gift given to us (Rom. 5:5 – “poured out within our hearts…”) 

2.  God’s love was given by way of a personal sacrifice for underserving “sinners” (Rom. 

5:8) 

3. God’s love will never be taken away from us by anyone or anything (Rom. 8:35, 39 – no 

separation possible) 

4. God’s love keeps us experiencing the victorious life (R. 8:37)  

5. Loving God brings the incredible promise of God’s orchestration of all things for our 

good (Rom. 8:28)  

6. God wants our love to be genuine, without hypocrisy (Rom. 12:9)  

7. God wants us to love our brothers/sisters with a brotherly affection (Rom. 12:10) \ 

8. God wants love to dictate our life and relationships (Rom. 14:15)  

9. God’s love is produced and driven by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:30)  

10. God’s love to others is the level of our indebtedness in our relational realm (Rom. 

13:8-10) 

  

● God’s agape love is an attitude & action that willfully gives itself consistently & 

sacrificially for the highest good of others and Paul wants to cement this profound virtue 

into our lives 

  

● Paul teaches us 5 lessons about the ability and use of our unpayable debt. 

  

1.      Your love debt is primary  (13:8a: “owe nothing to anyone except to love one another”) 

  

● We have important payable obligations to God-ordained government, but nothing 

compared to our debt of love. 

● Yes, we must repay our debts, but Paul’s greater point is that you can’t repay your debt 

of love. 

● Is it OK to borrow from lenders?  Yes, God doesn’t forbid borrowing, He 

regulates it with His wisdom (be cautious and selective about what and how 

much you leverage with a lender-Prov. 22:7; check your heart against any 

status-seeking or risky purchase or greedy desire-1 Jn. 2:16; be careful about 

presuming upon the future-James 4:13-15) 

● What is sinful is to borrow and not pay your agreed-upon obligation-Ps. 37:21 



● God commands us to “let all that you do be done in love” (1 Cor. 16:14) 

● The most repeated “one another” in Scripture is “love one another” (used 19x: Jn 

13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Rom. 12:10; 13:8; 1 Th. 3:12; 4:9; 2 Th. 1:3; Heb. 10:24; 1 Pt. 1:22; 

4:8; 1 Jn 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2 Jn 5) 

  

2.      Your love debt is perpetual (13:8a: “owe nothing to anyone except to love one another”) 

  

● The word “love” is a present tense verb which highlights the perpetual giving nature of 

our love (see also Eph. 5:1-2: “walk in love”)  

○ What if I struggle with loving others? 

A. Check your salvation (if the pattern of your love is inactive or flesh-driven) 

B. Check your “walk by the Spirit” since the Spirit produces God’s love in our lives (Gal. 

5:16-22) 

C. Check your focus & obedience (Jn 14:15: “if you love Me, you will keep My 

commandments”) 

  

3.      Your love debt is productive (13:8b-9, 10b – “love…has fulfilled the law”) 

  

●  It’s productive in that it’s able to honor God’s law vertically (toward God) and 

horizontally (towards others). 

● Believers are “not under law, but under grace” (6:14) and we “died to the law in Christ” 

(7:4) - Mosaic 

● Believers are now empowered by God’s indwelling love (Rom. 5:5) and Spirit (8:4; 10:4) 

to keep God’s transcendent law. 

  

·       Paul followed Jesus’ summary of the law: God’s love “fulfils the law” (v. 8b) because loving 

God will seek to avoid anything He forbids or commands and seek to honor God’s laws 

protecting relationships (Matt. 22:34-40). God’s love covers all the bases of how God wants us 

to love and worship Him and treat others. 

  

4.      Your love debt is personal (13:9b: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”) – Lev. 19:18 

is the most quoted Old Testament verse in the New Testament 

  

● This truth seems like an oxymoron, but our love toward others is both selfless and 

selfish because we love our neighbor (selflessly) with as we “love ourselves” (selfishly) 

  

1. Who is my “neighbor”? Jesus told the self-righteous attorney in Luke 10:25-27 (story of 

Good Samaritan) that our neighbor is anyone who has a need that we have the means 

and opportunity to meet. 



  

● We have four basic “neighbors” to love: 

1. Our immediate and extended family (1 Tim. 5:8) 

2. Our brothers and sisters in Christ (example is Rom. 12:9-16) 

3. Your along the “way” neighbors in the unbelieving world (Luke 10:29-37) 

4. Your enemies (Matt 5:44-48; Rom 12:17-21) 

  

2. What does “as yourself” mean? Notice we are not commanded to love ourselves, but 

“deny yourself, take up your cross daily and follow Me” (Lk 9:23).  We should care for 

others with the same focus, time, and energy in which we naturally love ourselves. 

  

5.      Your love debt is protective (13:10: “love does not wrong to a neighbor”) 

  

·       Protective love works in two ways: 

  

1.            It works to withhold fleshly responses like anger, unforgiveness, etc. (need 

continual self-control) 

2.            It works to give what is best for the other person (the gospel and current 

need). 

  

·       1 Cor. 13:4-8 gives us some practical ways love will do not wrong toward any neighbor. 

  

 


