
Sermon Notes on “How All Israel Will Be Saved” Romans 11:25-32 
  
God designs and totally controls all of history in order to display His glorious purposes 
and one of those purposes include the 2,000 year inclusion of the Gentiles as well as 
the future salvation of Israel.  In Romans 11, Paul asks and answers two questions: 
  

1. Has God rejected His people (v. 1-11)? No He hasn’t.  Israel’s rejection is only 
partial, not total as He continues to save a “remnant” of Jews 

2. Did Israel stumble and fall beyond recovery (v. 12-32)? No they haven’t. 
Israel’s rejection is only temporary, not permanent and God will “graft them in 
again” (v. 23). 

  
In verses 25-32, Paul will share why and how “all Israel will be saved”.  The truth and 
phrase “as so all Israel will be saved” (NASB) has been alluded to by Paulthroughout 
chapter 11 (v. 12 –“their fulfillment”; v. 15 – “their acceptance”; v. 23 – “graft them in 
again”; v. 31 – “now be shown mercy”) and it is helpful to answer four questions about 
this phrase: 
  
1.             What does “as so” tell us? As God sovereignly orchestrates the fullness of the 

Gentiles (described in 11:11-24), so He will do with the Jews in saving them (v. 
25-32). 

  
2.             What does the word “will” indicate? It’s a future tense word that points to a 

national salvation in Israel’s future. 
  
3.             Who is “Israel”? This is surprisingly not agreed upon. 

o   Some believe “Israel” represents all of God’s elect throughout history, both 
Jews and Gentiles which they believe is the church (this view is called 
supersessionism or replacement theology which sees the church as replacing 
or a continuation of Israel.  Several problems arise with this view: every one of 
the 10 uses of “Israel” in ch 9-11 refers to ethnic Israel. Israel is never referred 
to as the church in the New Testament and the church is revealed as a New 
Testament “mystery” that was unknown or predicted in the Old testament.) 
o   Some believe “Israel” represents the elect within Israel (as in Rom. 9:6) that 
will eventually come to salvation, but this would require a change of meaning 
between v. 25 (Israel = the nation) and v. 26 (only the elect within that nation) 



o   The contextual and best understanding of “Israel” is the nation of ethnic 
Jews who will be saved at a future point in time as God promises (at the 2nd 
coming of Christ at the end of the tribulation) 

  
4.             How many does “all” represent? It is every living ethnic Israelite at the time of 

fulfillment (this is one-third of all remaining Jews who entered the tribulation -Zech 
13:8-9).  Israel will fuflill Zech. 12:10 and Isa. 59:20-21, and Isa. 27:9 which will 
reverse Israel’s hardening and unbelief. 

  
Three ways all Israel will be saved: 
  

1. God will orchestrate a  newly revealed plan (11:25) 

  
● This newly revealed plan is called a “mystery” (used 28x) which is a divine secret 

unrevealed in the Old Testament, but revealed in the New Testament.  The 
mystery Paul reveals is about “the partial hardening” of the Jews being reversed 
when “the fulness of the Gentiles has come in” 

  
● God orchestrates the negative side of His salvation history (“the partial 

hardening” – Rom. 1:7-10; 2 Cor. 3:14-15) 
  

● God orchestrates the positive side of His salvation history (“until the fulness of 
the Gentiles has come in”).  When the full number of Gentiles God has ordained 
come in, then all Israel will be saved. 

  
2. God will keep His irrevocable promises (11:27-29) 

  
● God is a promise-keeper and this is what Isa. 59:20-21 predicted (v. 27 - “this is 

My covenant with them” – a reference to the New Covenant in Jer. 31:31-34) 
  

● v. 28: The Israelites have been God’s “enemies” (while in unbelief and hardened) 
for the Gentiles sake, but the Jews are also God’s “beloved for the sake of the 
fathers” (Abe/Isaac/Jacob) because of His “choice” to save them) 

  
● v 29: “for the gifts & the calling of God are irrevocable”: The “gifts” refer to Israel’s 

blessings that come as a result of their calling (9:4-5) and the “calling” refers to 
Israel’s national election by God.  So God will save Israel and must keep His 
promise. 



  
3. God will display His merciful pity (11:30-32) 

  
● God summaries His providential control of salvation history as an act of “mercy” 

(active compassion or pity on behalf of the miserable) 
  

● Both Israel and the Gentiles were alike in being disobedient to God, but Israel’s 
disobedience gave the Gentiles opportunity to experience mercy and the 
Gentiles experience of mercy will lead to the Jews experiencing mercy. 

  
● Everyone is “shut up in disobedience (both Jews and Gentiles) so that “He may 

show mercy to all” (the “all” represents the two groups of people, Jews and 
Gentiles, not every single person since we know not every person comes to 
Christ) 

  
Four Applications: 
  

1.             Receive God’s mercy by repenting of your sins and trusting in Jesus 
Christ as your Savior and Lord. God has you hearing this message so that 
as you feel the weight and misery of your sin and guilt, you will cry out 
(like the tax-gatherer in Lk 18) “God have mercy on me, the sinner” 

2.             Grow in worship and humility before God as you recognize His 
sovereignty over history and on the mercy that He has shown you. Don’t 
be wise in your own eyes before the Sovereign of history. 

3.             If you’ve received God’s mercy, be merciful to other sinners who are 
racially or morally different than you, especially when they have sinned 
against you. 

4.             Rely on God’s faithfulness to His promises no matter how contrary to 
your circumstances they may seem. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all died in 
faith, without receiving the promises (Heb. 11:13). 

  
 


