
The Chili cook off is designed to benefit a great ministry called Welcome Home. This ministry 

helps Christians befriend Refugees who have moved to a new land. What an opportunity to be 

a good neighbor! Here is a list of items we are collecting for Welcome Home. 

LIST OF THINGS TO PROVIDE TO REFUGEES  

1. Warm hats and gloves/mittens; all ages.  With very rare exceptions, the refugees coming 

into the area are not from countries/climates where they will have appropriate warm-weather 

clothing.  Hats and gloves are easier to provide than coats, which are needed too but difficult to 

buy sight- unseen. 

2. Umbrellas.  Same reason as above. 

3. Hardboard beginning-to-read books.  The ones with simple English printed on the very 

heavy, hardboard-type material.  Learning English is a very high priority for all refugees.  They 

are concerned that the children learn as much as possible, as soon as they can. 

4. Seattle/Puget Sound area maps.  Yup – maps J  The ones that are printed on really thick 

paper then plastic-laminated.  Recent arrivals don’t know the difference between Burien and 

Bothell.  Many have phones and can GPS a trip.  Still, a map provides a tremendous visual way 

for them to begin learning where everything is at, and how it all fits together. 

5. Backpacks and/or small duffles.  It’s a little late now to give these filled with school 

supplies for the children to use.  These would be basic bags for adults and kids to haul their 

things around as they travel from day-to-day.  Think day-pack size.  It is surprising – and sad – to 

see how many are still hauling day-to-day essentials around in a plastic bag because they don’t 

have anything better yet. 

6. Basic, pocket-sized (i.e., portable) English dictionaries. 

7. Basic, non-perishable foodstuffs.  This could get really complicated if a full list is 

provided. 3-4 items suggested, maybe?  Rice, beans, canned tomatoes in whatever form, small-

sized containers of salt, pepper, etc.  Most all cultures utilize these items.  And, they are able to 

be stored a long time. 

8. Deflated soccer balls.  For those concerned about toys for kids.  The world plays soccer.  

This is almost a guaranteed success.  #5 is the full-sized ball.  Probably the best choice, versus 

some of the smaller ones.  Deflated is bestJ  Lots of inflated soccer balls are a headache to 

store, transport, etc. 

 

 


