
Sermon Notes for Romans 9:6-13: Does Unbelief Overturn God’s Plan? 

  

Paul is addressing the apparent problem with God’s chosen people, Israel and why if they 

have received all the blessings of God’s covenant promise, they are rejecting Jesus Christ. 

He reassures them that God’s plan hasn’t failed and cannot fail because God sovereignly 

keeps His Word.  

● He shares his deep sorrow over the rejection of his fellow Jews and desire for 

their salvation (9:1-5) 

● He shows them that God is fulfilling His plan by sovereignly choosing to save 

Jewish people, but not all because salvation has never been based upon ethnic 

descent or good deeds (9:6-13)  

Paul shares three ways that God guarantees His plan for Israel:  

 

1.  God’s sovereign promise, not our physical descendancy guarantees His plan (9:6-7) 

●  While God has a special love and plan for ethnic Israel, His promise will be fulfilled 

through His sovereign choice of a remnant in Israel who come to Christ.  He uses 

Isaac as His proof as He didn’t choose Ishmael and Jacob as He didn’t choose Esau 

even before they were born and hadn’t done anything good or bad. 

  

Remember: 

● God is all-sovereign, so nothing is outside His control (Job 23:13; 42:2; Ps. 22:28; 

33:10-11; 103:19; 115:3; 135:6; Dan. 4:34-35; Isa. 46:9-10; Eph. 1:10b-11) and He 

does not relinquish His control to the free will of man. 

● God is addressing the salvation of Jews, not their service to God as seen by Paul’s 

grief over their lostness (9:2-3) and the terms he uses related to salvation 

(“children of God”; “children of the promise”; “call”; “remnant”) 

● God is addressing individual Jews and their salvation, not the choice of nations as 

seen by the use of Isaac, Jacob and Esau and the “remnant” in 9:27 and 11:5. 

 

2.  God’s sovereign power, not our natural means guarantees His plan (9:8-9) 

  



● Isaac pictures the miraculous power of God as a “child of the promise” while 

Ishmael pictures man’s effort through natural means (Hagar) as “children of the 

flesh” 

  

● All salvation is by miraculous new birth, not the effort and deeds of each person 

(John 3:1-17; Eph. 2:4-5) 

  

3.   God’s sovereign preference, not our human ability guarantees His plan (9:10-13) 

  

● God saves and keeps His plan by “His choice” (v. 11) and doesn’t depend upon 

“the works” (v. 11) of people. 

  


