
Sermon Notes for Romans 9:14-23: What is God’s Calling Whom Has He Called? 

  

As Paul continues to argue that God’s plan for the Jews has not failed even though most of the 

Jews are rejecting Christ, He shares his third defense of God’s faithfulness. 

● Defense #1 is that His salvation promise does not include every ethnic Jew, but those 

through the line of Isaac and Jacob (9:6-13) 

● Defense #2 is that His sovereignty will make it happen as He is in control of who is saved 

and who is not (9:14-23) 

● Defense #3 is His salvation calling will not only saved a “remnant” of Jews, but also 

Gentiles (9:24-29). 

  

Paul uses five Old Testament Scriptures to prove that God’s calling will guarantee that both 

Jews and Gentiles will be saved. 

  

1. God’s calling fulfils His salvation promise (9:24a - “even us, whom He also called”) 

  

God is a calling God and Paul references His calling four times in chapter 9 (v. 11, 24-26).  He 

uses three different kinds of calling to bring all people to Himself 

  

● God’s general call to everyone by the preaching of the gospel (Matt. 22:14; Isa. 45:22; 

65:2; Jer. 7:13; Matt 11:28; Luke 5:32; 13:34; Rev. 22:17) 

● God’s effectual call to the elect sinners which makes them willing to come (Acts 2:39; 

Rom. 8:30; 1 Thess. 2:12; 2 Thess. 2:14; 2 Tim. 1:9) that delivers believers “out of 

darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pt. 2:9); bring us “into His own kingdom and glory” 

(1 Th. 2:12; A. 2:39); means we “belong to JC” (Rom. 1:6); we’re “saints” (Rm 1:7; 1 Cor. 

1:2); we have “freedom” (Gal. 5:13); “hope” (Eph. 1:18; 4:4); “holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7); 

“eternal life” (1 Tim. 6:12).  Jesus said, “all the Father gives Me will come to Me” (Jn. 

6:37) and 1 Thess. 5:24: “Faithful is He who calls you and He will be it to pass” 

● Our call to God through faith and repentance (Rom. 10:12-14) 

  

      2.   God’s calling forms a diverse spiritual family (9:24b-29) 

  

● Our calling provides us a unique heavenly father (9:26b – “sons of the living God”).  Paul 

uses Hosea’s restoration message to the unfaithful ten northern tribes of Israel as a 

principle that applies to the Gentiles as well who need to become God’s people and 

recipients of His special love (v. 25-26)  

● Our calling places us into a unique diverse family (v. 25-29).  

● There is mercy for our pagan background (v. 25-26) just like Hosea’s message to the 

unfaithful Jews and the unbelieving Gentiles (Hosea 2:23; 1:10) 



● There is mercy for our religious background (v. 27-29) like the Jews who thought they 

OK with God by birth, but He will only choose a “remnant”. 

● There is mercy for all ethnic backgrounds (v. 24) whether you are a Jew or a Gentile. 


