
Sermon Notes for Romans 9:14-23: Is God’s Sovereignty Unjust? 
  
Paul wants everyone, especially the Jews to know that God will always be faithful to His promise 
to bless and save the Jews.  But there’s a problem in that few are coming to Christ and many 
Gentiles are coming to Christ which seems to indicate God’s promises are failing.  Paul comes 
down hard on this thinking because He knows God is always faithful and righteous in all that He 
is and does, so: 
  

● He expresses his deep sorrow over the rejection of his fellow Jews and desire for their 
salvation (9:1-5) 

● He shows them that God is fulfilling His plan by sovereignly choosing to save some 
Jewish people, not all because salvation has never been based upon ethnic descent or 
good deeds (9:6-13).  He guarantees His plan for Israel hasn’t failed because of His 
sovereign power that is not dependent upon natural means (Isaac was God’s miraculous 
promised son, not Ishmael), His sovereign preference that is not dependent upon human 
ability (like how God chose Jacob and not Esau when they were not yet born). 

  
Paul will teach us in Romans 9-10 that God has the authority and right to exercise His control in 
every aspect of life, particularly salvation and He chooses to exercise that right by choosing to 
use people’s freedom of choice to fulfill His ultimate plan and purpose. 
  
So in 9:14-23, Paul anticipates two big questions he know will be leveled at God because of 
how He sovereignly controls all things: 

● How can God be truly righteous and violate my free will when He commands everyone to repent 
and believe (v. 14-18)? 

● How can God hold anyone responsible for anything if He controls everything (v. 19-23)? 
  
Paul responds to these two questions with two great truths about God’s sovereignty: 
  

1.  God is righteous to choose whomever He wishes because everyone deserves His judgment 
(9:14-18) 
  

● Notice the madness factor (v. 14) that claims that God could be unjust when He is always totally 
just and fair (Gen. 18:25) 

  
● Notice the mercy factor (v. 15-16) which reveals God’s character (v. 15 - Ex. 33:19) and shows 

that we are unable in and of ourselves to get the mercy we need (v. 16) 
  

● Notice the merit factor (v. 17-18) which focuses on Pharaoh whom God hardened and deserved 
by his own sin to receive God’s wrath.  It’s God’s will to grant mercy or to harden those who are 
sinners. 

  



2.  God has the right to choose whomever He wishes because He wants to display His glory 
(9:19-23) 

● Remember who YOU are (v. 20).  We are the “thing molded…the clay”, so we don’t have a say if 
how God treats us.  We deserve to be judged because we are sinners, so we have not right to 
demand anything from God. 

  
● Remember who GOD is (v. 21).  He is “the molder…the Potter”, so He has the right to shape our 

lives however He desires whether as a “vessel of wrath” (like Pharaoh or Jacob)  or a “vessel of 
mercy” (Like Jacob) 

  
● Remember WHAT God is doing (v. 22-23).  He is displaying His patience, wrath and power when 

He judges sinners (v. 22) and He is displaying His rich mercy to sinners who deserve judgment 
(v. 23). 

 


